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FANFICTION OPENS THE DOOR TO PROFESSIONAL WRITING  
By Stilllearning  
 
Brokeback Mountain has served as a source of inspiration for many creative endeavors, not the 
least of which is fanfiction, written by a number of talented forum members. For several of these 
writers, their efforts have proven to be a springboard to professional writing, with the authors 
creating their own original characters and imaginative stories that captivate a nd entertain their 
readers. 
 
 
MadLori , author of  BBM fanfiction Human Interest  and Tw o Crow s 
Joy, has recently become a published author with her story,  Zero at the 
Bone. Zero balances riveting action with a passionate attraction between 
the two main characters, for a truly enthralling story. You can find  Zero 
at the Bone through Dreamspinner Press , an online publisher of gay 
fiction 
 
in addition to her work with Dreamspinner Press, Madlori has mainstream 
publishing goals and currently has a novel with an agent. Fans are 
excited to learn that Lori plans to publish more storie s featuring 
the Zerocharacters, as well as writing new fiction. Click HERE to learn 
more about Zero at the Bone and what's on the horizon for MadLori (pen 
name - Jane Seville). 
 

Cover design by artist Paul Richmond 

 
 
Forum member Jenna - Jenna Hilary Sinclair  - started writing back in 
1991, and enthusiastically wrote in just two fandoms over the years: 
Kirk/Spock and Brokeback Mountain. In December 2008, she began her 
career as a professional author of tales about men-loving-men with the 
publication of Gifts of the Season, a short story available from 
Dreamspinner Press. Gifts remained on the siteÕs Best Seller list for more 
than six weeks. Dreamspinner currently offers that story and three more 
of Jenna's stories/novellas, with more coming. On June 25th a novella 
called One Marriage and Three Weddings will make its debut. 
Commentary from an early reader: ÒIf I ever read a story about what love 
really means, itÕs One Marriage. IÕm absolutely in love with that story.Ó In 

addition, a novel that brings Broadway to Texas will appear later this year. Links to all JennaÕs work 
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can be found HERE. 
 
Jenna tells us: ÒI want readers to smile when they reach the end of any of my stories. I want them 
to feel like theyÕve traveled with the characters every step of the way, and that they believe in the 
story as if theyÕd lived it themselves. I aim to give readers a long, slow, 
wondrous exhale, right along with deep -down satisfaction." 

 

Sienna , proliferative fanfiction writer ( Best Friends Forever, Boys of 
Blue Ridge) has also forged a path into the world of professional 
writing with her story,  An Inconvenient_Hankering which is 
currently available at Dreamspinner Press. Rainbow Reviews  tells us: 
"This story rings so true, itÕs sometimes painful to read. The author 
captures perfectly the longing, the bone deep need for t hat special 

someone, and the horrible reality that you 
canÕt have him." 

 

Baileymoyes,  author of a host of  BBM fanfiction including Just Another 
New  Kid in Tow n and  I 'l l  Be Seeing You, has also authored original 
fiction, including True Blue - the story of two young men in love for the 
first time, and  Miles to Go - an undercover cop story. Bailey's work has 
also been included in several anthologies and Dreamspinner has just 
accepted a manuscript for a story set in modern-day Japan (working 
title: The Shining One). Additionally, Bailey has a gay Regency romance 
nearly completed (working title: Madcap 
Masquerade). You will find all of Bailey's 

stories HERE. 

 

Trekfan , pen name Lily Sawyer, rounds out our group of  Brokeback 
Mountain fanfiction authors (writer of Milestones) who has committed 
her talents to writing original fiction with the short story  The Finest 
Thing, which will be part of a wedding anthology ent itled To Have 
and to Hold - featured at Dreamspinner Press. Look for Trekfan's 
individual story due out June 1st of this year, or the entire collection of 
short stories which is available for pre -order now . 

 

http://www.dreamspinnerpress.com/fictionbyauthor.htm#Connie_Bailey
http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=4664.msg394679#msg394679
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"WINGS" IN SAN FRANCISCO  
 

Brokies will be gathering in San Francisco the weekend of 
July 10 through 12, with a performance of the Man Dance 
Company of San Francisco as the main attraction. A major 
highlight for Brokies will be a  dance performance of 
"Wings" from BBM. 
 
Shawn Kirchner and Ryan Harrison will be performing a 
song from Meet Me On The Mountain at the performance. 
 
According to the Man Dance web site,   "Man Dance first 
premiered this passionate dance, bringing Jack and Ennis 
together again for the last time, with the Heartland Mens 
Chorus of Kansas City in the Summer of 2007.  Reviving 
the work again that fall with the San Francis co Gay Mens 
Chorus gave MDCSF the credibility to evolve into a 
company.  A company that would produce two local 
concerts a year and offer international touring 
opportunities to international GALA Choruses, State 
Symphonies, Opera companies and more."  

It i sn't too soon to start thinking about hotel 
accommodations. The San Francisco July 10 -12  thread 
has a number of leads. 

 
"We're just 4 blocks from the Civic Center/City Hall area, within walking distance of Union Square, 
the Moscone Convention Center, the 
Castro District, and our immediate 
location is literally surrounded by 
fascinating shops, restaurants, clubs 
and attractions. "  
 
"We offer cheap private 
accommodations near Union Square 
in San Francisco at discount rates to 
tourists and travelers on a limited 
budget. Our hotel offers ideal 
solutions for those who wants simple, 
no frill, clean hotel accommodations 
with private bathroom, free in -room 
wireless internet access in the heart 

http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=31466.0
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://www.mandance.org/index.php?pr=World_Premiere_July_11,_2009
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of San Francisco to rest their weary head from few days to few weeks that does not empty their 
wallet. "  

    

Also check out the thread for brokebacktom's  lists of hotels with rates ranging from $75 to $139 
a night.  
 
 
 
 

IN THE BLOGOSPHERE: "BROK EBACK POETRY"  
 
Born in the early 1940s, Ennis and Jack were what World War II veterans called "war babies", the 
generation preceding the baby boomers. This was one of the in-between generations of history: 
people who saw all the rules start changing just as they came of age. 
 
In an essay titled "Brokeback Poetry that will 'Blaze the Trail' for TBP, Forum member Bobby Parker 
(bobby19in1963 ) uses the reactions of many gays in Ennis' and Jack's generation to Brokeback 
Mountain to showcase a friend's poetry. 
 
"The movie of our generation, the older generation, is Brokeback Mountain. It was a watershed 
movie especially for closeted gays. We immediately connect in our minds with that time when we 
were young and could have gone up on Brokeback ... and come down with the love of our lives. No 
matter that it is a starcrossed love. Those boys actually found what we are all searching for...as the 
song says, 'a love that will never grow old.'  
 
"I was born the same year as Jack and Ennis, 1944, and in 1963 when they went  up on Brokeback 
I was a 19-year-old in my prime, a thin, lightly muscular water ski bum on the Colorado River in 
California. As we saw the movie and now contemplate what it did to our thinking, the biggest 

http://www.davecullen.com/forum
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question in our lives...is it too late for us?"  
 
Bobby quotes a number of his friend's poems, including one about the differing perspectives of 
generations: 

"I was born too early," he lamented  
"I was born too late," his gay lover bemoaned.  
"Pearl Harbor was bombed when I was 2 years old." 
"I remember Operation Desert Storm" 
 
Read the entire essay at Bilerico.  
 
 
 
 
 

MARRIAGE EQUALITY TAKES A FEW MORE STEPS  
 

 
Forty-two percent of Americans now say same sex couples should be allowed to legally marry, a 
new CBS News/New York Times  poll finds. That's up nine points from last month, when 33 
percent supported legalizing same sex marriage. Support for same sex marriage is now at its 
highest point since CBS News starting asking about it in 2004. 
 
Twenty-eight percent say same sex couples should have no legal recognition Ð down from 35 
percent in March Ð while 25 percent support civil unions, but not marriage, for gay couples.  
 
At the same time, the ABC News-Washington Post poll  reported a slightly higher percentage. 
Noting that the shift has occurred, to some extent, across party and ideological lines, ABC News 

http://abcnews.go.com/PollingUnit/Obama100days/Story?id=7459488&page=1
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://www.bilerico.com/2009/05/brokeback_poetry_that_will_blaze_the_tra.php#more
http://tinyurl.com/c7ndfl
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reported that "at its low, in 2004, just 32 percent of Americans favored gay marriage, with 62 
percent opposed. Now 49 percent support it versus 46 percent opposed -- the first time in ABC/Post 
polls that supporters have outnumbered opponents.  More than half, moreover -- 53 percent -- say 
gay marriages held legally in another state should be recognized as legal in their states." 
 
These findings are consistent with noticeable shifts in specific states, with New Jersey being a good 

example.  On April 23rd, the  Quinnipiac poll reported that "By a 
49 - 43 percent margin, New Jersey voters support a law that 
would allow same-sex couples to marry, according to a 
Quinnipiac University poll released today. And voters support 63 - 
30 percent the existing law establishing civil unions for same-sex 
couples."  The numbers represented a dramatic change from a 
Quinnipiac poll in December 2006, in which voters overall 
opposed same-sex marriage by a 50-44 percent margin.   
 

According to the Quinnipiac University Polling Institute,   the poll is "known for its exactness 
and thoroughness" and was "selected a 'winner' by the New YorkPost for the most accurate 
prediction on the Schumer-D'Amato Senate race in 1998; and results are featured regularly in The 
New York Times, The WashingtonPost, USA Today, The Wall Street Journal and on national 
network news broadcasts." 

See the the Quinnipiac poll  for a detailed breakdown.  
 
 
 
 

THE WAY SHE WAS (IN 1984)  
 
Susan Boyle recently got international acclaim for her 
performance on the UK's "Britain's Got Talent" show. This 
week the Scottish Daily Record released a video of her that 
few fans have seen: singing the Barbra Streisand hit "The 
Way We Were" at a competition held at the Fir Park Social 
Club in 1984 when she was 22 years old.  In addition to the 
video showcasing Ms. Boyle's voice, the viewer can also see 
her developing her skills at connecting with audiences. Click 
on the image to view the video.  
  
  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uxES80FbRmM
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://www.quinnipiac.edu/polling.xml
http://www.quinnipiac.edu/x1299.xml?ReleaseID=1289
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DAVE CULLEN IN THE UK  

Forum members in the UK will be able to catch two of Dave's interviews this week.   He'll be in 
Dublin, Tuesday May 5 for a live interview on The Gerry Ryan Show RTE Ireland at 11 a.m., as well 
as on The Last Word with Matt Cooper Show on Today FM at 6 p.m. 
 
In London on Wednesday, May 6, he'll have a live interview at 12 noon for BBC Radio Shropshire, 
and on Thursday, May 7, an 11:00 interview live on BBC Radio Bristol. 

(All times are local times.) 
 

 
GETTING TO KNOW YOU  
 
Many of us have friends we've met in cyberspace and it's always a special occasion to meet them in 
person. Forum senior advisor and chief moderator emeritus Melisande  had this experience 
recently, and shared it with Forum members at  Le Bar Slash:  
 

Met Dave yesterday for the first time!   
 Amazing but true, we hadn't ever met in person 
after three -plus years of Forum fun.  
 
He was here in San Francisco for a signing. The 
two of us had lunch at the Ferry Building, where 
he was signing some books for a bookstore. The 
Ferry Building is a lovely, foody place, right on 
the Bay. We ate outside.  It was so wonderful to 
meet this person I've spent so, so,  so many 
hours on the phone with. He's exactly the same 
in person as he is on the phone, and I think I 
am, too, so everything went swimmingly.  
 

Then we split up. I went down to Linda's for lasagna and salad and wine and Brokies: Michael, 
Grace, John, Sid, and Julie. Thanks, btw, Linda, for doing all that! Oh, and garlic bread ! That was 
the big hit.  
 

http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=35673.msg1576417#msg1576417
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
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Linda and Sid drove us down to the signing, which was in Mountain View, a place I've never been. I 
very rarely leave the city, because, why? In fact, I rarely leave my neighborhood. But I'll brave 
BART and suburbs for a good cause. And Mountain View was quite nice.  We got there early. Coffee 
was suggested, but I countered with a martini suggestion, and we were off to an Irish bar. The 
night's special was Baby Guinnesses. Guinnii? A shot glass of Kahlua and Bailey's, and it looked just 
like a baby Guinness. Aw. Very cute, but I don't like sweet drinks, so I had bee r.  
 
Then we went to the bookstore. Dave greeted us all (I think everyone else had met him before, in 
Colorado.) We settled in, and Michael and I exchanged evil observations while Grace made friends 
with a couple of dogs who were sitting next to her. She l eaned across Michael to say, "Flea!" to me. 
They were Flea dogs.  
 
Dave talked for about 45 minutes, and then took questions for another 45. It was very interesting, 
and as I've probably mentioned a thousand times, were it not for Dave, I would have zero i nterest 
in Columbine. But it is Dave, so I read the book, and, to my surprise, enjoyed it. It's very well 
written, and he makes it easy to follow all the complicated threads involved. I didn't find it 
upsetting the way many - most? - people do. This might be related to me not having kids. I just 
found it fascinating.  
 
The question session went well, except, perhaps, for the first questioner who asked, rather 
accusingly, about the long history of bloodshed beginning with the Iliad. Or something. Dave said 
he wasn't qualified to comment, and then ignored the guy's waving hand for the rest of the 
question period. It was well -attended. There were about 50 people there, standing room only. 
People were leaning over the railing of the second-floor coffee shop to hear.  
 
Then, of course, we kidnapped Dave and took him to the bar. Beers were had, pictures were taken. 
Some of the pictures will be in TDS.  
 
We called it a night and Dave, Michael, and I got on BART back to the city. Dave was fading fast - I 
don't know how he kept up with his crazy tour schedule.   

It was so much fun! Let's do it again next week!  
 

 
 
  

http://www.davecullen.com/forum
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ALL ABOUT ALEXANDER  
 
Many forum members have put time and effort into sharing hobbies, interests and favorite subjects 
with the rest of us. Among the most ambitious and detailed is magicmountain's  "Travels With 
Alexander The Great"  thread in the "Start Your Own Threads" section.   It covers art, theatrical 
productions, movies, books, articles and other scholarly resources; archaeological excavations and 
even Alexander-related jewelry and tee shirts.  
 

 
 

Handel's  Allesandro:  "Wars of conquest  are replaced by intercollegiate rugby"  
Reviewer Gavin Dixon praised the production at the Royal College of Music as being "several 

ranks above the category of student production."  
 

http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=26820.msg1564093#msg1564093
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=26820.0
http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=26820.0
http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=26820.0
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Mosaic  by Kosmas Kroussos  - Put Alexander on a tee -shirt!  - Alexander cameo earrings  

 

 

FUN QUESTION OF THE WEEK  

This weekÕs Question:  What was the name of the first powered airplane flown at Kitty Hawk by 
the Wright Brothers, on December 17, 1903? 

Let us know the answer on the response thread . 
 
Last week's question and answer:  How did the 
American football huddle originate? 
 
Gallaudet University is a university for the Deaf 
located in Washington D.C. The football huddle was 
invented at Gallaudet as a way to keep opposing 
teams from reading the instructions the quarterback 
gave his teammates in sign language. 
 
Kudos to chapeaugris , who knew this one and 
to fritzkep  for his fun take on football.  
 
Also, Check out the links to the videos  from our 
previous Westinghouse question that Jack  provided 
for us. 

 

http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=8377.msg1572814#msg1572814
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=26820.msg1525718#msg1525718
http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=26820.msg1564089#msg1564089
http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=8377.2895
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QUOTE OF THE DAY  

ÒCynicism is the intellectual  cripple's substitute for intelligence.Ó   
 

~ Russell Lynes ~  
 

 
 
PHOTOCAPTION OF THE DAY  
contributed by  sparklemotion , at   Photoshopped BBM Images.   

 
 

http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=22839.msg1380872#msg1380872
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

 
If you have ideas about initiating a gathering, go to  Start Your Own Threads  

and get the ball rolling to plan a get -together near you.  
 

Man Dance Company  
San Francisco - July 10 -12, 2009  

 
Let us know  of any events youÕd like listed here. 

 

Contributors: Stilllearning, magicmountain, bobby19in1963, Melisande, sparklemotion  

The Daily Sheet is a production of The Ultimate Brokeback Forum 
at www.davecullen.com/forum . 

 
Editors emeritae:  CactusGal, Marge_Innavera, tellyouwhat, Stilllearning, MissYouSoMuch 

 
TodayÕs edition by Marge_Innavera  

 
Researchers:  BayCityJohn, BrokenOkie, Killersmom, Kittyhawk, Marge_Innavera, Stilllearning 

 
Formatters:  denim girl, gnash 

 
TodayÕs edition formatted by denim girl  

 
We count on you to send us your news items, questions, and nominations for posts of the day.  

If you have items youÕd like to see published, send them to tds@davecullen.com . 
 

To subscribe to The Daily Sheet, click the ÒNotifyÓ button at the top or bottom of the page.  
When a new issue of TDS is posted, you will be notified by e-mail. 

!

mailto:tds@davecullen.com
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://tinyurl.com/2xvegx
http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=31466.0
http://tinyurl.com/2nbpp9
http://www.davecullen.com/forum

