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COLUMBINE RISES TO THE #3 SPOT  
 
It seems there's no stopping Columbine!! It was announced yesterday on the New York Times 
website that Dave's book is now in the number three position in the  Best Sellers category of 
hardcover nonfiction books -- just one slot ahead of Michael J. Fox, and right behind Malcom and 
Mark. Take a look for yours elf.  
 
Be sure to scroll down to Forum Footnotes for information regarding  
Dave's Columbine interview with  Book TV  at the LA Times Festival of Books. 
 
 

 

DAVE CULLEN TALKS ABOUT THE MYTHS OF  COLUMBINE  
 

"Author Dave Cullen spoke with [LA Times Book Editor 
David L. Ulin] on Saturday afternoon at the L.A. Times 
Book Festival about the book, which hit stores this 
month. "Columbine" marks the 10th anniversary of the 
tragic shootings that unfolded in the Colorado town.  
 
"Cullen recalled the moment he learned of the school 
shooting: He was at lunch Òeating a budget gourmet 
frozen dinner,Ó and turned on the TV news to learn 
what had happened. As a journalist, he said, his 
relationship with the tragedy began that day, when he 
began covering the event. 
 
"Though a decidedly tragic topic, there were 
lighthearted moments during the session. The audience 

burst out in laughter when Cullen, without using names, compared a psychopath with those who 
run Ponzi schemes and with a certain recently impeached governor. 
 
"At the end of the discussion, Cullen addressed questions -- including one about how to know who 
will be the next Dylan and Eric. He responded by saying that 83% of s chool shooters tell someone 
of their plans beforehand. The difficulty is in taking the threats seriously enough to alert school 
officials." 
 
Read more.   
 
Source: latimesblogs.latimes.com  
 

http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/jacketcopy/2009/04/dave-cullen-discusses-columbine-with-times-book-editor-david-ulin.html
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/05/10/books/bestseller/besthardnonfiction.html?_r=2
http://www.booktv.org/program.aspx?ProgramId=10513&SectionName=History
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/jacketcopy/2009/04/dave-cullen-discusses-columbine-with-times-book-editor-david-ulin.html
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ANNIE PROULX IN  THE PARIS REVIEW 
 
INTERVIEWER: YouÕve said that the 
characters of Jack and Ennis 
from Brokeback Mountain were the 
first two characters that started to 
feel Òvery damn realÓ to you. Has it 
happened again since then?  
 
PROULX: That was true of a number 
of the characters in Fine Just the Way 
It Is.  But I think it happened 
with Brokeback Mountain because it 
took me so long to write that story. It 
took at least six weeks of steady 
work, which is not my usual pace. So 
yeah, they got a life of their own. And 
unfortunately, they got a life of their 
own for too many other people too.   
 
INTERVIEWER: What do you mean?  
 
PROULX: I wish IÕd never written the story. ItÕs just been the cause of hassle and problems and 
irritation since the film came out. Before the film it was all right.  
 
INTERVIEWER: Did people object to the fact that gay characters were in the center of a story 
about Wyoming?  
 
PROULX: Oh, yeah. In Wyoming they wonÕt read it. A large section of the population is still 
outraged. But thatÕs not where the problem was. IÕm used to that response from people here, who 
generally do not like the way I write. But the problem has come since the film. So many people 
have completely misunderstood the story. I think itÕs important to leave spaces in a story for 
readers to fill in from their own experience, but unfortunately the audience that  Brokeback reached 
most strongly have powerful fantasy lives. And one of the reasons we keep the gates locked here is 
that a lot of men have decided that the story should have had a happy ending. They canÕt bear the 
way it endsÑ they just canÕt stand it. So they rewrite the story, including all kinds of boyfriends and 
new lovers and so forth after Jack is killed. And it just drives me wild. They canÕt understand that 
the story isnÕt about Jack and Ennis. ItÕs about homophobia; itÕs about a social situation; itÕs about a 
place and a particular mindset and morality. They just donÕt get it. I canÕt tell you how many of 
these things have been sent to me as though theyÕre expecting me to say, oh great, if only IÕd had 
the sense to write it that way. And they all begin the same way Ñ IÕm not gay, but . . . The 

http://www.davecullen.com/forum
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implication is that because theyÕre men they understand much better than I how these people 
would have behaved. And maybe they do. But thatÕs not the story I wrote. Those are not their 
characters. The characters belong to me by law.  
 
INTERVIEWER: Did you get the same sort of reaction to your characters when The Shipping 
News was made into a film?  
 
PROULX: No, I havenÕt had the same sort of problem with anything else IÕve ever written. Nothing 
else. People saw it as a story about two cowboys. It was never about two cowboys. You know you 
have to have characters to hang the story on but I guess they were too real. A lot of people have 
adopted them and put their names on their license plates. Sometimes the cart gets away from the 
horseÑ the characters outgrew the intent.   
 
Read more.   
 
Source: theparisreview.org  
 
 
 
BROK EBACK  MOUNTAIN BECOMES AN OPERA  
 
"When the film  Brokeback 
Mountain ... premiered, it led to a 
heated debate about the subjects 
being tackled by mass film 
industry. The winning of more 
than 45 awards -including three 
Oscars (Best Director, Best 
Adapted Screenplay and Best 
Original Score) and the Golden 
Lion from the Venice Film Festival 
(Best Film)- was supported by an 
indisputable success in movie 
theaters. Its main char acters, 
Ennis del Mar and Jack Twist, 
were considered as tragic heroes 
immersed in a hostile world and 
the actors, Heath Ledger and Jake Gyllenhaal, became sex symbols without frontiers. 
 
"Now a new step is being given in dealing with love between men due to the fact that GŽrard 
Mortier, artistic director of the  New York City Opera, commissioned an opera about this subject to 

http://www.theparisreview.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/5901
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://www.theparisreview.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/5901
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composer Charles Wuorinen. It should have premiered on that theater's stage, but the composer 
himself explains: "Mortier had a rift w ith the theater and left. He is now working at the Teatro Real 
in Madrid. And 'Brokeback Mountain will make its debut there in June 2013."'  
 
Read more.   
 
Source: emol.com  

 
 

GLAAD HONORS BEST IN MEDIA IN LOS ANGELES  
 

"Civil rights group GLAAD honoured the movie "Milk" and 
singled-out Reverend Gene Robinson and comedian Kathy 
Griffin for their work at a Saturday [April 18th] night gala 
highlighting issues such as gay marriage and equality. 
 
"Talk program "The Ellen DeGeneres Show" was given a 
GLAAD Media Award for its episode "Ellen & Portia's 
Wedding Day," covering DeGeneres' wedding to actress 
Portia de Rossi. DeGeneres dedicated the honour to Carl 
Walker-Hoover, an 11 year-old Massachusetts boy who 
killed himself earlier this month because schoolkids 
bullied him and called him "gay."  
 
'"In my opin ion, we are not fighting for gay rights, we are 
fighting for equal rights," DeGeneres told the black tie 
crowd at Los Angeles' Nokia Theatre. 
 
"The 2009 awards marked the 20th year that films, TV 

shows, performers and others have been honoured by GLAAD, the Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against 
Defamation. 
 
"GLAAD President Neil Giuliano spoke to the audience about the impact TV shows such as "The L 
Word" and movies like "Brokeback Mountain" have had on introducing audiences to all sorts of 
lesbian and gay characters and issues they face."' 
 
View the full listing  of honorees and recipients. 
 
Read more.   
 
Source: uk.reuters.com  

http://uk.reuters.com/article/entertainmentNews/idUKTRE53I1J220090419
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://www.emol.com/noticias/ingles/detalle/detallenoticias.asp?idnoticia=354647
http://www.emol.com/noticias/ingles/detalle/detallenoticias.asp?idnoticia=354647
http://www.glaad.org/Page.aspx?pid=552
http://uk.reuters.com/article/entertainmentNews/idUKTRE53I1J220090419
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WORKING IN A HOSTILE ENVIRONMENT   
 
"A City of Passaic Department of Public Works employee alleged in state court today that co-
workersÕ false perception of him as a homosexual made him the target of remarks that created a 
hostile work environment.  
 
"Datrell McIntyre of Passaic, who is African-American, also alleges in his civil discrimination lawsuit 
that he was subjected to racially offensive remarks and conditions, including a stuffed monkey 
about a foot long hanging from a rafter in a DPW garage.  
 
"The ÒjokingÓ went as far as for McIntyreÕs sanitation truck to be nicknamed ÒBrokeback 17,Ó a 
reference to the film  Brokeback Mountain about two cowboys who had a secret homosexual 
relationship, according to the plaintiff. But to McIntyre, it was anything but a joke.  
 
'"We work together. We shouldnÕt be subjected to hearing things like that,Ó McIntyre testified 
Thursday before jurors and state Superior Court Judge Joseph J. Riva in Paterson, calling much of 
the behavior Òunprofessional.Ó 
 
"Attorney Hamji Rifai of Rochelle Park, representing McIntyre, told jurors earlier in the day during 
his opening statement that McIntyre was simply bashed for not  going along with a boysÕ club 
mentality. ÒIt all fell within a framework where if you accepted it you were one of the guys Ð and if 
you didnÕt accept it, you were a fag,Ó he said." 
 
Read more.   
 
Source: northjersey.com  

http://www.northjersey.com/news/crimeandcourts/Public_works_employee_says_there_was_a_hostile_environment.html
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://www.northjersey.com/news/crimeandcourts/Public_works_employee_says_there_was_a_hostile_environment.html
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A NEW LOOK FOR  BROK EBACK 
Posted by  BayCityJohn  in  Fan Art  
 

 
 

Read more.   
Source: gidivigo.com  
  

http://gidivigo.com/i-love-movies-brokeback-mountain/
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=11891.msg1569561#msg1569561
http://gidivigo.com/i-love-movies-brokeback-mountain/
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DAVE CULLEN ON C -SPAN2'S BOOK -TV  

 
2009 LA Times Festival of Books: Interview 
with Dave Cullen,  Columbine 
Interviewer: Peter Slen 
 

Upcoming Schedule - Eastern Daylight Time: 

! Saturday, May 2, at 6:00 PM 
! Sunday, May 3, at 3:00 AM 
! Monday, May 11, at 2:00 AM 
! Monday, May 11, at 7:00 AM 

Read more.   

Source: booktv.org  
 

 
 
BROKIES GATHER IN MOUNTAIN VIEW  
by  killersmom  
 
Last Wednesday evening at Books, Inc. bookstore in Mountain View, CA, Dave completed his U.S. 
book tour and signing. Forty-seven people attended, seven of them Brokies from the Bay Area. 
When asked, "How many people attending make it a successful evening?", the manager said five; 
Dave (and the rest of us) were thrilled how successful it was.  
 
Dave started his discussion with one quote from the book, and then went on to discuss many 
aspects from his book. He gave a rundown as to how he went about gathering information and 

http://www.booktv.org/program.aspx?ProgramId=10513&SectionName=History
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://www.booktv.org/program.aspx?ProgramId=10513&SectionName=History
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then touched on some of the main characters in the book. Of course, he spoke a lot about the 
killers themselves, but also wanted to emphasized the survivors as well. The talk was riveting and 
informative. It helped to have read the book beforehand, but he gave enough detail and 
background so that those who had not finished the book, or wh o had not read it yet, were able to 

participate in the discussion afterwards. 

Dave spoke for about 45 minutes and then opened 
the floor for questions. The questions were many 
and varied and very intelligent, and Dave 
answered them with great insight and s ometimes 
with extra information that had not been included 
in the book. After many questions were answered, 
Dave signed his book for many of the audience 
who attended. He took the time to be personal 
with all the people taking part in the signing.   
 
We were able to extend the evening a little longer 
when the Brokies who attended gathered at a local 
Irish pub with Dave, and we lifted a few for the 
end of a successful book tour and the news that 
his book reached #3 on the  New York 
Times Nonfiction Bestsellers list. It was a truly 
wonderful evening for all of us, made so much 
more extraordinary because we were able to share 
it with Dave. The hugs shared by our Brokie family 
were so very special. 
 
Thanks again, Dave, for allowing us to be a part of 
such a memorable evening. 

Dave signed a flyer with a message to all his 
Brokeback friends. Click the image above for a larger view. 

 
To all my Brokeback friends 

I t has been so w onderful spending the last three years w ith you guys.  
I  w ish you all could have been in Mountain View  tonight.   4-29-09 

Dave Cullen 

http://bbmfoundation.org/images/DaveFlyer.jpg
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
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Dave discussing and his book,  Columbine, in Mountain View, CA. 

 
 

   
 

Attendees included CityGirl, Killersmom, michaelflanaganSF,  
Melisande, BayCityJohn, Sid401k, and twistedude.  

 
Click on images to enlarge 

 
 

WIKIWHAT?  
 
Today's WikiWhat? answers the question posed by Alma Junior in last Saturday's 
photocaption of the week:  Mama, what's "slash?" Needless to say, there are several 
pages on Wikipedia that can answer this question.  
 
"It is commonly believed that current day slash fanfiction  originated within 
the Star Trek: The Original Series fan fiction fandom, with "Kirk/Spock" stories Ð 
generally authored by female fans of the series Ð first appearing in the late 1970s. 

http://taxine.com/fullerspicer/tds_mntview10.jpg
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slash_fiction
http://taxine.com/fullerspicer/tds_mntview8.jpg
http://taxine.com/fullerspicer/tds_mntview9.jpg
http://taxine.com/fullerspicer/tds_mntview7.jpg
http://taxine.com/fullerspicer/tds_mntview4.jpg
http://taxine.com/fullerspicer/tds_mntview3.jpg
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The name arises from the use of the slash symbol (/) in mentions in the late '70s of K/S (meaning 
stories where Kirk and Spock had a romantic (and often sexual) relationship) as compared to the 
ampersand (&) conventionally used for K&S or Kirk and Spock friendship fiction." 
 
Confused yet? Starsky and Hutch? What about Dukes of Hazzard slash? Is there a mention 
of Brokeback Mountain Fanfic in Wikipedia's Slash fiction entry? 
 
Explore other genres of slash fiction, including real person fiction,  and femslash,  or 
the sho tacon  and yaoi  fandoms. 

 

PHOTO OF THE DAY  
By  Trigger Hippie  in  Life Through The Lens 3  

 
"The Skagit Valley in western Washington is world famous for its tulips."  

http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=31983.msg1573246#msg1573246
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Real_person_fiction
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Femslash
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shotacon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yaoi
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QUOTE OF THE DAY  

ÒIt's a helluva start, being able to recognize what makes you happy.Ó   
 

~ Lucille Ball ~  
 

 
 
PHOTOCAPTION OF THE DAY  
By  doodler  in  Photo Captioning Fun 4  

 
 

Lureen:  Are you always running up there because I'm having an affair?  
 

Jack:  You're having an affair? Who's catering it?  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Contributors: BayCityJohn, Killersmom, Trigger Hippie, doodler  

http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=30993.msg1572983#msg1572983
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

 
If you have ideas about initiating a gathering, go to  Start Your Own Threads  

and get the ball rolling to plan a get-together near you.  
 

Man Dance Company  
San Francisco - July 10 -12, 2009  

 
Let us know  of any events youÕd like listed here. 

 

The Daily Sheet is a production of The Ultimate Brokeback Forum 
at www.davecullen.com/forum . 

 
Editors emeritae:  CactusGal, Marge_Innavera, tellyouwhat, Stilllearning, MissYouSoMuch 

 
Researchers:  BayCityJohn, BrokenOkie, Killersmom, Kittyhawk, Marge_Innavera, Stilllearning 

 
Formatters:  denim girl, gnash 

 
TodayÕs edition formatted by gnash  

 
We count on you to send us your news items, questions, and nominations for posts of the day.  

If y ou have items youÕd like to see published, send them to tds@davecullen.com . 
 

To subscribe to The Daily Sheet, click the ÒNotifyÓ button at the top or bottom of the page. 
When a new issue of TDS is posted, you will be notified by e-mail. 

!

mailto:tds@davecullen.com
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://tinyurl.com/2xvegx
http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=31466.0
http://tinyurl.com/2nbpp9
http://www.davecullen.com/forum

