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COLUMBINE TRUTHS ARE SIMPLE, POWERFUL  
 
"It opens with a proclamation of love and 
concludes with an image of redemption, and what 
unfolds in the pages between them is 
extraordinary. Titled simply Columbine, this book 
by journalist Dave Cullen is being released at the 
10th anniversary of the school-shooting tragedy. 
 
"Cullen arrived at Columbine shortly after Dylan 
Klebold and Eric Harris unleashed bullets and 
bombs at their Colorado high school on April 20, 
1999. What followed the massacre was a firestorm 
of another kind: the anguish of a community left 
bewildered and battered by rumors, misstatements, 
assumptions, ineptitude and an agonizing struggle 
for the truth." 
 
Read more.   
 
Source: charlotteobserver.com  
 
 

 

THE ROAD TO EQUALITY HAS ADDED A FEW LANES  

Marriage equality has made slower progress in the US than in many other countries; but there have 
been encouraging developments recently despite last year's Proposition 8 disappointment in 
California.   
 
ItÕs Official In Connecticut   
 
The Connecticut Supreme Court’s recent ruling officially became law in Connecticut last Thursday, 
when the General Assembly updated marriage laws to bring them into conformity with the court 
ruling. The bill passed by respectable margins: 28-7 in the state Senate and 100-44 in the House of 
Representatives. Governor M. Jodi Rell indicated that she would sign the bill; although she 
approved only of civil unions for gay and lesbian citizens.  
 
State statutes now define marriage as the legal union of "two people" rather than of "a man and a 
woman", and existing civil unions will become legal marriages as of October 1, 2010, unless they've 

The reviewer 'got' what some others have not -  
that it is a story of love and courage and 
redemption, not just a hideous massacre. 

http://www.charlotteobserver.com/505/story/680158.html
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://www.charlotteobserver.com/505/story/680158.html
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been annulled or dissolved. Religious organizations with objections to marriage equality are legally 
exempt from providing services, goods or facilities for same-sex wedding ceremonies. 
 
The update also removed language from a 1991 law stating that the state does not condone 
"homosexuality or bisexuality or any equivalent lifestyle," require the teaching of homosexuality or 
bisexuality "as an acceptable lifestyle," nor set quotas for hiring gay workers or authorize 
recognition of same-sex marriage. Ironically, the amended statute is an anti-discrimination law. 
 
Read the complete story, including reactions from supporters and opponents, in the Associated 
Press.  
 
 
Supporters turn out for hearings in Maine  
 
In the meantime, there was a heavy turnout from supporters at an April 22nd hearing on LD-1020, 
a bill which would legalize same-sex marriage in Maine. About 3,000 people attended the hearings 
before the Judiciary Committee at the Augusta Civic Center, with the Bangor Daily News   
reporting that supporters outnumbered opponents by about 4 to 1. 
 

Ms. Bev Uhlenhake, speaking on behalf of 
the bill, related that she and her partner, 
Sue Mitchell Ulenhake, had held a 
commitment ceremony in 2006 on the 
same day as her grandparents' 60th 
anniversary. Although she had been 
nervous about her grandfather's reaction, 
he had been unexpectedly supportive. 
“He and my grandmother may not 
understand homosexuality," she told the 
Committee, "but they do understand love 
and commitment, and that your husband 
or wife is the most important partner in 

life. We want to show our son what a 
partnership like theirs is like. We want 
him to learn, by example, how to treat 
someone with love, respect and caring. 

We want him to have the same sort of comfort that comes from that binding commitment that is 
marriage.” 
 
On the opposition side Bishop Richard Malone, head of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Portland, 
stated that legalizing of same-sex marriage raised concerns about the institution of marriage itself 
although, he stressed, he believed that support for a legal ban on same-sex couples marrying was 

Maine Sen. Dennis Damon,  
D-Trenton, LD- 1020's sponsor !

http://www.bangordailynews.com/detail/104338.html
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://tinyurl.com/cmtq4m
http://tinyurl.com/cmtq4m
http://tinyurl.com/cmtq4m
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"not based on a belief that gay and lesbian Mainers are somehow undeserving of civil rights 
because of their sexual orientation." 
 
Rev. Steve Sobel, pastor of the Franklin Baptist Church in Franklin, Maine stated that “it’s my good 
old Down East common sense and my God-given love for those that want it to pass that led me to 
be here today to oppose the bill.” He assured the Committee that he was not motivated by hate or 
homophobia, although he referred to sex between people of the same gender as a perversion. 
“Perversion is not a hateful word and those of us who truly love God don’t hate people who are 
different from us," he explained. "The concept of same-sex marriage is nothing less than an assault 
on God’s design for humanity. Nothing is sacred if the institution is on the chopping block.” 

Click here  to listen to the live testimony. 
 
 
 

 
ABOUT ANNIE PROULX  
 
A book about Annie Proulx is scheduled for publication this 
November. Amazon’s advance listing reports that Annie Proulx's 
Brokeback Mountain and Postcards “features a biography of the 
author, a full-length analysis of the texts, a summary of their 
popular and critical reception, a discussion of the recent film 
adaptation of Brokeback Mountain and its reception and a great 
deal more. If you're studying either text, reading them for your 
book club, or if you simply want to know more, you'll find this 
guide informative, intelligent, and helpful.” 
 
Author Mark Asquith, is an English professor, specializing in the 
modern American novel, at Trinity School Croydon, UK. He has 
published articles on contemporary American fiction as well as a 
book titled Thomas Hardy, Metaphysics and Music. (Palgrave, 
2005) and a number of articles on contemporary American fiction. 

See more details, and order the book at the forum’s Ultimate Brokeback Forum Store.  

 
 
 
 

http://astore.amazon.com/davecullencom-20/002-5471767-3696861
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://www.maine.gov/legis/audio/civic_ctr_apr.html
http://astore.amazon.com/davecullencom-20/detail/1847064558
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SHARING  BEYOND BROKEBACK  
 
Saturday's Daily Sheet featured an account of a conversation that 
a Beyond Brokeback reader had with a fellow train passenger. Last 
week, the LiveJournal blogger, who's from Bremen, Germany, shared 
some background. ”You might want to know where I got the book,” 
she wrote. - it is not mine. A friend from the German Brokeback 
Forum (www.the -brokeback -mountain.de ) asked me to 
translate it for her. She is in her sixties and doesn't speak English. At 
least not good enough to fully understand the book. It was quite a 
lot of work but I loved doing it. 
 
"I carried the book with me almost at all times and read it just about 
everywhere, on the train, on the bus, during lunch break, because 
the stories and personal experiences of the users were so compelling 
and touching, some of them even heartbreaking." 

See more details, and order the book, available in English, at the forum’s Ultimate 
Brokeback Forum Store.    

 

 
 
 

ALMA JUNIOR MEETS IRON MAN  
 
Empire Online  reports that "the ever-increasing cast of Iron Man 
2 already includes Robert Downey Jr, Gwyneth Paltrow, Don 
Cheadle, Jon Favreau (who, of course, also directs), Mickey Rourke, 
Sam Rockwell, Samuel L. Jackson, Scarlett Johansson, Garry 
Shandling and John Slattery, but it landed two more names today, 
in Kate Mara and Clark Gregg. 
 
"Mara, who you may remember from Brokeback Mountain (as 
Ledger's character's daughter) or Shooter, plays a character who's 
still under wraps. Looking at her, we're kinda wishing she was a 
little bit older and had been cast as Mary-Jane in Spider-Man, but 
we don't know who she's playing here." 

 
 

http://astore.amazon.com/davecullencom-20/002-5471767-3696861
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://www.the-brokeback-mountain.de/
http://astore.amazon.com/davecullencom-20/detail/1595941223
http://www.empireonline.com/news/story.asp?NID=24647
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GOODBYE, DOROTHY  

Television viewers first noticed Beatrice Arthur 
in 1971 when she guest-starred on the hit 
sitcom All In the Family as Maude Findlay, 
Edith Bunker's acid-tongued cousin. She made 
a big enough impression to star in a 
spinoff, Maude, another sitcom that used the 
social issues of its time as material for humor.  
In 1985 she played Dorothy Zbornak, a 
member of the senior-citizen trio on Golden 
Girls, winning an Emmy for the role in 1988. 
 
But Arthur also worked in some of the most 
enduringly famous stage productions of the 
1950s, 1960s and early 1970s: as Luce Brown 
in the off-Broadway premiere of Kurt 
Weill'sThreepenny Opera in 1954, Yente the 
matchmaker in the Broadway premiere 
of Fiddler on the Roof in 1964 and Vera 
Charles in the state production of Mame in 
1966 as well as its film version in 1974.  
Shortly after Golden Girls went off the air, she 
toured a one-woman show and returned to 

Broadway in Bea Arthur On Broadway: Just Between Friends, which was nominated for a Tony 
Award for "Best Theatrical Event." 
 
Arthur had battled cancer for several years and passed away last Saturday morning, at the age of 
86.  
 
A number of videos have appeared among the tributes to Arthur this week. Among them are a clip 
from Golden Girls , a  scene from Maude  in 1968 and a musical turn with Rock Hudson  with an 
iconic 1970s show tune, "Everybody Today Is Turning On." 
 
 
  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e3VbSfQ3nAM
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hIk4wurg2dk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_FqVRxiE8NA
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COLUMBINE NEWS  
 
MOVING ON UP  
 
Columbine has moved up to #5 on the New York Times bestseller list.   
It's jumped up two notches, from #7 last week. 
 
 

SCHEDULE OF DAVE CULLEN'S APPEARANCES 
FOR  COLUMBINE  
 
San Francisco area Brokies might want to listen for Dave on the  
Ron Owens Show on KGO-AM 810 at 10:00 Wednesday morning, April 
29. 
 
If you're in Mountain View, CA, drop in at Books, Inc. at 301 Castro 
Street for a discussion and book signing; Wednesday evening at 7:30 
p.m. 
 
Schedule subject to change; please check with venues to confirm. 
 
 

 

CANADA SENDS CONDOLENCES  

Sarah Murdoch of the National Post in Toronto, Canada recently expressed condolences to Dave 
on Oprah Winfrey's cancellation:  
 
"Our sympathies go out to Dave Cullen, author of Columbine, a brilliant reconstruction of the April 
20, 1999, massacre of 13 students at Columbine High School and its aftermath. He did a taped 
interview with Oprah Winfrey recently that was to have been aired last Monday on the 10th 
anniversary of the murders. Alas, Winfrey twittered her fans on Monday to announce she was 
cancelling it because it 'focused too much on killers.' " 

http://tinyurl.com/c2wrse
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://tinyurl.com/cmgy7p
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THE NATIONAL POST REVIEW OF  COLUMBINE 

The National Post also reviewed Columbine on Saturday, April 25, 2009. Reviewer Philip Marchand 
noted that the Columbine murders illustrated some of the pitfalls of the popular cliches about 
violence. "The court-appointed counsellors and psychiatrists who dealt with Harris after he and 
Klebold had been caught stealing from a van were totally fooled by him. 'Don’t look for the oddball 
creeping you out,' Cullen advises his readers concerning the type. 'Psychopaths don’t act like 
Hannibal Lector or Norman Bates. They come off like Hugh Grant, in his most adorable role.'" 
Marchand added that "They also have an almost total absence of empathy with other human 
beings." 
 
Read the entire review here.  

Buy  Columbine. 
Check out the Columbine trailer on YouTube.  
 
Keep abreast of what's happening at The DC Chronicles.  

 

WHEN IT FREEZES OVER  

Bubba  reported in Media Coverage: How Are We Seen?  that "Famed conservative Dr. Laura 
Schlessinger praised same-sex committed relationships on Larry King Live as, 'a beautiful thing and 
a healthy thing.' ”  See shewired.com  
 
 
fritzkep  responded with a photo of a sign at the city limits of a town in Michigan: 

 

 
 

http://www.shewired.com/Article.cfm?Section=1&ID=22248
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://tinyurl.com/dhlj76
http://www.davecullen.com/columbine/buy.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6_BUR8u8a0Q
http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=31636.msg1544240#msg1544240
http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=2660.msg1561081#msg1561081
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BROKIES GET TOGETHER  

Brokies don't always wait for scheduled reunions to touch base.  Janjo  reported in Forum 
Meetings/Reunion/Visits  that "Andy  popped round to see us this afternoon. It was lovely day 
and we had afternoon tea in the garden." 

 
Andy and I  

 
Andy and Mr Janjo  

http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=31498.msg1571503#msg1571503
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=31498.msg1571503#msg1571503
http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=31498.msg1571503#msg1571503
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IT'S ALL IN THE TIMING  

Many experienced gardeners are convinced that planting, 
maintaining and harvesting can be affected by the Zodiac 
and by the phases of the moon. huntinbuddy gives some 
tips on using the phases of the moon for the best 
gardening results: 
 
First Quarter Ð Increasing Moon  (New Moon to First 
Quarter Moon): Except for the first day of a new moon, this 
phase is best for planting asparagus, broccoli, brussels 
sprouts, barley, cabbage, cauliflower, celery, cucumbers, 
corn, cress, endive, kohl rabi, lettuce, leeks, oats, onions, parsley, and spinach; also seeds of 
flowering plants.  
 
Second Quarter Ð Increasing Moon  (First Quarter Moon to Full Moon): Plant beans, eggplant, 
muskmelon, peas, pepper, pumpkin, squash, tomatoes and watermelon.  Fruit and vegetables will 
do better during shipment if gathered just before the full moon. 
 
Third Quarter Ð Decreasing Moon  (Full Moon to Last Quarter Moon): Best time to plant 
artichoke, beets, carrots, chicory, parsnips, potatoes, radish, rutabaga, turnip, and all bulbous 
flowering plants, such as tulips, daffodils and hyacinths. Also the best time to dig root crops in 
general. 
 
Fourth Quarter Ð Decreasing Moon  (Last Quarter Moon to New Moon): A good time to do 
garden maintenance: turning the sod and pulling weeds.  

Go here  and here  in the Gardeners' Corner for more detailed tips on the timing of planting and 
harvesting. 
 
 
 
 
QUOTE OF THE DAY  

ÒOnly when the tide goes out do you find out who is not wearing a bathing suit.Ó   
 

~ Warren Buffet ~ 
  

http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=8749.msg1561723#msg1561723
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=8749.msg1561153#msg1561153
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FUN QUESTION OF THE WEEK  
 

This weekÕs Question:  How did the American football 
huddle originate? 
 
Let us know the answer on the response thread . 
 
Last week's question and answer:  Two 'household 
names' appeared in advertising, including TV 
commercials, for Westinghouse in the late 1950s. Who 
were they? 
 
Betty Furness and John Cameron Swayze were both 
Westinghouse spokespeople. Furness became famous for 
her TV demonstrations of refrigerators, and Swayze, 
more famous for Timex ads, actually did spots for a 
Westinghouse atomic reactor in 1956, using the logo 
"Westinghouse: First With the Future." Furness' appliance 
commercials included a 1958 guest appearance by the 
cast of I Love ucy during the run of the Desilu Playhouse.  
 
 

Thanks to Ennis Del Mark , garyd , and dejavu  for your thoughts on this tough one! 

 
 
 
 
PHOTOCAPTION OF THE DAY  

contributed by  HR , at   Photo Captioning Fun 4.       
 
HR's postscript: "For those outside the US: Quiet, rural, practical Iowa now allows gay marriage. 
Yee Haw." 
 
The JP in Council Bluffs closes at 5...  
  

Betty Furness !

http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=30993.msg1568376#msg1568376
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=8377.2895
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These trails are gettin' too steep for me.   
My back hurts. My feet hurt.  
And I'm always out of breath.  
 

Maybe we should go someplace else.  
Someplace flat.  

 
Like Iowa.  

 

 
Iowa? You been to Iowa, Jack?  
I know what they have for boys like you in Iowa.  

http://www.davecullen.com/forum
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Hell no, I ain't been to Iowa.  

'cause there's only one person   
I'd want to go to Iowa with.  

 
 
 

 
Damn, Nebraska's gonna take forever.  

 
Kwitcherbitchin  

'N keep your foot down  
'fore I change my mind.  

 
 
 

http://www.davecullen.com/forum
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

 
If you have ideas about initiating a gathering, go to Start Your Own Threads  

and get the ball rolling to plan a get-together near you. 
 

Man Dance Company  
San Francisco - July 10 -12, 2009  

 
Let us know  of any events you’d like listed here. 

 

Contributors: CellarDweller115, huntinbuddy, janjo, bubba, fritzkep, HR  

The Daily Sheet is a production of The Ultimate Brokeback Forum 
at www.davecullen.com/forum . 

 
Editors emeritae:  CactusGal, Marge_Innavera, tellyouwhat, Stilllearning, MissYouSoMuch 

 
Researchers:  BayCityJohn, BrokenOkie, gnash, Killersmom, Kittyhawk, Marge_Innavera, 

Stilllearning 
 

Formatters:  denim girl, gnash 
 

Today’s edition formatted by denim girl  
 

We count on you to send us your news items, questions, and nominations for posts of the day. 
If you have items you’d like to see published, send them to tds@davecullen.com . 

 
To subscribe to The Daily Sheet, click the “Notify” button at the top or bottom of the page. 

When a new issue of TDS is posted, you will be notified by e-mail. 
!

mailto:tds@davecullen.com
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://tinyurl.com/2xvegx
http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=31466.0
http://tinyurl.com/2nbpp9
http://www.davecullen.com/forum

