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EXPLAINING  COLUMBINE 
 
"Ten years ago on April 20, students Eric Harris and 
Dylan Klebold marched into Columbine High School in 
Littleton, Colo. and killed 15 people, including 
themselves. Since then, scores of journalists — and 
millions of Americans — have tried to make sense of a 
senseless massacre. No one has done so as thoroughly 
as Dave Cullen. An investigative journalist, Cullen sped 
to the scene as the shootings unfolded, and has been 
reporting the story ever since. In Columbine, released 

this month, he debunks much of the event's mythology, offers riveting profiles of the two very 
different killers and chronicles a town's attempts to come to terms with an unthinkable tragedy. 
TIME spoke to Cullen by telephone about the perils of working on a painful project, the problems 
with assigning blame and what Columbine has taught us." 
 
Read more.   
Source: time.com  

 

DEATH OF THE STRONG, SILENT TYPE: THE ACHIEVEMENT 
OF BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN 
 
An excerpt from an article by Christopher Sharrett, Professor of Communication and Film Studies at 
Seton Hall University: 
 
American Gothic  
 
Ennis’s visit to the Twist homestead in the penultimate scene provides clues to much of the film, 
and explains why Ennis is necessarily the strong, silent male. If the Twists are representative of the 
American family, one has little choice, failing truly revolutionary options, but to shut up and put on 
a determined look that projects courage and conceals pain. 
  
The Twist farmstead, weathered and tumbledown on the outside, incredibly stark and chilly in the 
interior, is a version of Grant Wood’s much-debated, omnipresent 1933 painting, American Gothic. 
The painting is indeed gothic, conveying the horror of Middle America as seat of repression and 
absolute order. The film has its correlates for Wood’s glaring farmer, hand clasping a threatening 
pitchfork, his female companion averting her gaze, her dress fastened tightly at the neck, and the 
peaked gothic (which is to say barbaric) gable of their wooden house behind them. John Twist 
(Peter McRobbie) is almost an Expressionist ghoul from the Weimar cinema, his words to Ennis 

http://www.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1891815,00.html
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://www.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1891815,00.html
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(laying down the law about Jack’s final resting place) threatening beyond their actual content. 
Jack’s meek, frightened-looking mother (Roberta Maxwell) is not mentioned by name, even in the 
final credits, so irrelevant is she to the world around her, and even her own household. 
 
If Lureen and Alma are marginal to their worlds (Lureen less so than Alma since she is a somewhat 
phallicized woman, internalizing the father’s values and running his affairs), Jack’s mother is the 
film’s final statement about women in patriarchal society—she has learned to mind her place to 
survive. Her small kindnesses to Ennis certainly don’t go unnoticed by her husband; they are 
permitted since they don’t disturb the way things are. The mother might be said to suggest a tiny 
potentiality within an awful setting, but her presence seems more involved in suggesting how the 
best of humanity can survive regardless of social systems, rather than hope for transformative 
change in the future.  
  
This small, economical scene is one of the cinema’s 
most devastating portraits of patriarchal society. Jack’s 
early comments about the father’s utter failure (‘can’t 
please my old man, no way’), especially as a mentor 
(‘never taught me a thing’), find pointed meaning in 
the scene. As does Ennis’s story about his own father 
forcing him to look at the body of a dead gay man in a 
Wyoming drainage ditch, the patriarch both outright 
murdere(Ennis’s rumination about the father’s 
complicity is persuasive) and child abuser, his legacy 
forever imprinted on Ennis’s shattered psyche. 
 
The last scene, with Ennis alone at his trailer, is 
exceptionally bleak, modified only a little by the arrival of Alma, Jr. and her announcement of her 
wedding, which momentarily cheers her father – if the concept of joy has any application to him. 
Contrary to several critics, I don’t read this scene as a poignant affirmation of marriage, with Ennis 
(alone after Alma, Jr.’s departure) sadly mourning the marriage to Jack that never happened. The 
scene’s emphasis is on desolation rather than what-might-have-been. After all, there is no evidence 
that Ennis would have accepted a union of any sort with Jack, his every gesture refusing that kind 
of intimacy out of fear of society and himself. 
  
The film’s last shots are of the bloody shirts, the postcard of the mountain, and the trailer window 
pointing to a frontier that no longer exists, as all possibility is foreclosed. The strong, silent 
American male has come to a cul de sac, that is the place to which the American ideal of civilization 
has led. Ennis’s stoicism, his playing by the rules in the hope of something better, has simply 
produced his erasure. 
 
Download the entire PDF article.   
 
Source: thewest.com.au  

http://www.atypon-link.com/INT/doi/pdf/10.1386/fiin.7.1.16
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://www.atypon-link.com/INT/doi/pdf/10.1386/fiin.7.1.16
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THE JOKER ACTION FIGURE LOOKS 
SO REAL ITÕS SCARY  
 
"The Toy-Giant [Hot Toys] is all set to release Deluxe 
line collectible action figures of characters with Joker 
as its first Movie Master-piece entrant.  The makers 
!"#$%&"''(#$)*$+(&(",($-)$-'$.("+&/$01123$"'#$4$)!-'5$-)$
would be better to not stretch dates any further. 
These will sell as hot cakes, so you better make a 
pre-release order if such option exists." 
 
Read more.   
Source: walyou.com  

 

 
THE JOKER IN KOREA  
 
"Portraits of famous figures such as Albert Einstein, James Dean, 
Kim Il-sung, Osama bin Laden and Heath Ledger line the walls of 
Shinhan Gallery, in Gwanghwamun, downtown Seoul. From afar, 
the art works look like the grainy, lined images of old black-and-
white television screens. But upon a closer look, one realizes the 
pieces are made out of black TV cable.  
 
"Korean artist Insane Park created portraits of these widely 
recognizable figures for his on-going exhibition The Attack by 
Media. Park counts Damien Hirst, Andy Warhol and Marcel 
Duchamp as his artistic influences. His portraits are based on 
iconic images of prominent people and fictional characters, such 
as screen legend Marilyn Monroe, rap star Eminem and 
Superman's alter ego, Clark Kent.  
 
"In Why So Serious, he recreated the grotesque face of the 
Joker, as played by the late Australian actor Heath Ledger in the film Dark Knight. The title refers to 
the Joker's famous quote. " 
 
Read more.   
Source: koreatimes.co.kr  

 

http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/art/2009/04/148_43012.html
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://www.walyou.com/blog/2009/04/12/joker-action-figure/
http://www.walyou.com/blog/2009/04/12/joker-action-figure/
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/art/2009/04/148_43012.html
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FIRST LOOK: ANG LEE'S TAKING WOODSTOCK   

"Advocate.com's exclusive first look at Ang 
Lee’s new film Taking Woodstock includes 
this photo of Liev Schreiber, who plays 
Vilma, a drag queen who serves as a 
bodyguard during the Woodstock festival. 
The film is based on the memoir by Elliot 
Tiber, the gay man who made one call and 
a few weeks later managed to stage one of 
the most defining cultural events in 
American history.  
 
"James Schamus, the screenwriter 
of Taking Woodstock and CEO of Focus 
Features, which is releasing the film, says 

Lee, whose previous credits include Brokeback Mountain,describes Vilma as a sort of angel for 
Elliot, “someone who’s going to be watching over him and helping become who he needs to be.”  
 
"Schamus phoned from a sound-mixing session to tell Advocate.com a little bit about the new film 
and why the studio that brought us Brokeback Mountain and Milk is going to impress us once 
again. 
 
"Advocate:  I was talking to another filmmaker who’s casting a gay film, and he said the problem 
now is not finding an actor to play gay but to find one who hasn’t played gay this year. Did you find 
that to be the case? 
 
"James Schamus:  [Laughs] That’s awesome. That’s fantastic. I always say the same thing; I’ve 
been saying this for years. Everybody’s charting the progress, and the setbacks, and letting every 
representation… And is it in them? Is it too political or not political enough? Did Proposition 8 [win] 
because… You know, you could drive yourself crazy. Or you can just get up in the morning and go, 
"Hey, another great story." The on-screen stuff we track, but I feel that really the progress is going 
to be when some big Hollywood gigantic action movie, with the hot babes and action hero, and the 
star shows up with his boyfriend on the red carpet. That to me, that’s going be the next moment. 
In the meantime, we’re still going to be making good movies and selling them, and being 
unapologetic about it. But we’re also being oddly breezy about this one. There will be some 
headwinds against it, like we didn’t make it problematic or central enough, and we’ll hear it and 
engage that discussion, but it's also important for the LGBT community to know that we’re out 
there at the front of the line, and have a sense of ownership of the movie and characters." 
 
Read more.  
Source: advocate.com.au  
  

http://www.advocate.com/exclusive_detail_ektid79353.asp
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://www.advocate.com/exclusive_detail_ektid79353.asp


THE D
AIL

Y S
HEET

!

Tuesday , April 25 th , 2009  

!

THE DAILY SHEET  
A production of The Ultimate Brokeback Forum  

www.davecullen.com/forum !

 

Page | 5 !

!

BROKEBACKBERRY -- A FRUITY TABLE WINE?  
 

 
 

Source: vat19.com  
 
 

 
MORE PINK DOLLARS FOR SILVER SCREEN   
 

"It pays to be gay in the world of cinema these days as movies featuring 
queer themes continue to attract bigger budgets, bigger stars and bigger 
audiences both overseas and at home. 
 
"From the $2 million it took to make The Adventures of Priscilla: Queen of 
the Desert to the $14 million budget for Brokeback Mountain, the 
changing face of the industry is eloquently captured in the 10th annual 
Brisbane Queer Film Festival (BQFF). 
 
"Launching at the Powerhouse on April 3, this year's landmark festival 
comprises a cross-section of films that reflects the steady growth in gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and transgender cinema. 
 
'"The most interesting element about this year's festival is that many of 
the themes of the films we've selected are dealing with issues outside of 

http://www.vat19.com/blog/2007/10/the_most_unusual_wine_labels_1.html
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
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what the earlier, more `typical' queer films did," said festival director Sarah Neal. ... Stories about 
parenthood, for instance, weren't there 10 years ago - neither was much of the Middle Eastern 
content that features this year." 
 
"Palmer Marchese, a young, straight actor on the rise and star of Peter Ireland's critically acclaimed 
short film, Spokes, said accepting the role of the gay lovelorn lead was a common sense decision. 
... "It's a good idea to be in a queer film or perform a gay part at the moment," Marchese said. "It 
was a good choice - it was a smart choice, because gay culture is pretty popular at the moment." 
 
"Referencing Heath Ledger, Russell Crowe and Tom Hanks, the former Toasted TV host said that 
while he didn't want to actively participate in the LGBT community, he didn't mind delving into the 
scene for his art. ... "It's not something that will see you typecast in the way it once did," he said. 
"I wasn't worried at all." 
 
Read more.   
Source: brisbanetimes.com.au  
 
 
 

BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN EVERYWHERE   

 
The Daily Sheet is always impressed by the 
number of articles or news items that appear 
each week online -- stories, or 
announcements for events that 
cite Brokeback Mountain, or Annie Proulx, or 
anything attached to the film or book. Here's 
a quick list of some links you might find 
interesting -- some are local events that 
might be near you, so be sure to give the 
sites a visit. 
 
State of Play,  a remake of the original BBC 
television series, will be coming to the big 
screen soon, with a cast including Russell 
Crowe, Rachel McAdams, Ben Affleck and 
Helen Mirren. It will be shot byBrokeback 
Mountain cinematographer, Rodgrido 
Prieto.  More Info.  
 
Reader's CafŽ  at the Concord Library will be 
discussing Brokeback Mountain on July 15th. "Do you love reading books and like talking about 

Say howdy to the Brokeback -friendly crew  
at the Leather Stallion bar in  Cleveland, OH. !

http://www.flicks.co.nz/movie/state-of-play/
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/entertainment/more-pink-dollars-for-silver-screen-20090326-9ay6.html
http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/entertainment/more-pink-dollars-for-silver-screen-20090326-9ay6.html
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them?" Check the link for their full schedule of events.  More Info.  
 
Spiritual Discovery Through Movies  hosted by Ken McGuire, CSP. At St. Mary's on the Lake, 
Lake George, NY. Includes discussion of movies like Brokeback Mountain, Milk, Whale Rider, Into 
the Wild, Inherit the Wind, Notebook and Stand and Deliver.  More Info.  
 
Cleveland bound?  "Summer Sunday Stallion afternoons are legendary; the rest of the year you 
can expect an old-school, neighborhood queer bar vibe. From the holiday cards hanging on the wall 
to theBrokeback Mountain memorabilia serving as décor to the regulars clustering on the stools, 
this is your bar if you’re a regular Joe."  More Info.  
 
Dance like a Gay Cowboy  "Fulfill your not-so-secret Brokeback Mountain" fantasies by learning 
how to line dance from the flannel-shirt-clad experts at Rawhide, Cobra’s Sunday night country 
western beer-bust-and-barbecue located in the heart of North Hollywood."  More Info.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE REVIEWS KEEP STREAMING IN   

 
 
!"#$%&'()%*+%)#%,+'-%'.#$)%)/+%0#1$*.2(+%*'33'4,+5%6/+(%7%
/'8+%)&#%-'$9/)+,3%2(%/29/%34/##15%:2;;2(9%2()#%)/23%.##<%
&'3%(#)%3#*+)/2(9%7%1##<+-%=#,&',-%)#>%'(-%?+)>%=,#*%)/+%8+,?%
=2,3)%;'9+>%7%4#$1-%(#)%;$)%0@ABCD7EF%:'8+%0$11+(G3%
3+',2(9%(',,')28+>%-#&(H%:?1'(%I1+.#1-%'(-%F,24%J',,23>%2)%
3++*3>%&+,+%(#)%)/+%1#(+%.1'4<K41'-%9#)/%9$(*+(%;#,),'?+-%.?%
)/+%*+-2'>%.$)%.,29/)%<2-3%&/#%/'-%;1+()?%#=%=,2+(-3H%7(%
,28+)2(9%;3?4/#1#924'1%;#,),'2)3>%I1+.#1-%+*+,9+3%'3%'%
-+;,+33+-%L%;#332.1?%3$242-'1%L%.#?>%+'321?%4#(),#11+-%.?%)/+%
4'14$1')2(9%J',,23>%)/+%#(+%&/#%;1'((+-%)/+%-'?H%J#&%)/+%
<2112(93%$(=#1-+->%'(-%&/?>%,+'-3%12<+%)/+%9,2312+3)%#=%=24)2#(H%
6#$1-%)/')%2)%&+,+%(#)%),$+HM 

!! "N2('%O#,-'(#"$%&'(&)*%+'%&",''-./       
 

http://www.clubcobrala.com/main.php
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://www.canadabay.nsw.gov.au/your_local_library/whats_on_at_the_library/readers_cafe_at_concord_library_08.html
http://www.paulist.org/locations/ny_lake_george.php
http://www.spanglemagazine.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=187:the-ultimate-gay-bar-crawl-part-one&catid=41:miscellaneous&Itemid=78
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Read more.  
 

Buy  Columbine. 
Check out the Columbine trailer on YouTube.  

 
Keep abreast of what's happening at The DC Chronicles.  

 
 
 
SCHEDULE OF DAVE CULLEN'S APPEARANCES FOR  COLUMBINE  
 
For more information, visit his facebook  page, which offers details on each specific appearance, 
and enables you to RSVP if you can attend one of the events. 
 
! Saturday, April 25, 2009 at 3:30pm, LA Times Festival of Books, UCLA campus, Westwood, CA 

  Dave will discuss his new book on stage with LA Times Books Editor David Ulin. 
 

! Monday, April 27, 2009 at 7:00pm, University Bookstore, 4326 University Way, NE, Seattle, WA 
! Wednesday, April 29, 2009 at 7:30pm, Books Inc., 301 Castro St., Mountain View, CA 
 
Schedule subject to change; please check with venues to confirm. 
Radio and TV appearances will be posted in a later issue. 
 
 
 
CATCH DAVE AT THE LA TIMES BOOK FESTIVAL  

If you're attending the Los Angeles Times Book Festival this 
weekend, you have two chances to catch Dave Cullen. 
 
Saturday, April 25, 3:30pm - 4:30pm PST. Dave will be 
interviewed on-stage by David Ulin. This session will be 
broadcast live by C-Span’s Book TV. Ulin is the book editor 
of the LA Times. 
 
On Sunday, April 26, 12pm - 12:30pm PST. Dave will be 
interviewed on the C-Span Bus by executive producer Peter 
Slen. This session will also be broadcast live on Book TV. 
 
It has been noted that Book TV's times are a little off, so be 

http://tinyurl.com/cntb6t
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://www.ew.com/ew/article/0,,20270906,00.htmll
http://www.davecullen.com/columbine/buy.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6_BUR8u8a0Q
http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=31636.msg1544240#msg1544240
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prepared for the interviews to start a little early or a little late.  
 
Visit the LA Times website  for more information. 

 

PHOTO OF THE DAY  

By  atruant  in  Life Through The Lens 3  
 

 
 

Chuck and John (atruant) at Comox Lake, BC, Canada  

http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=31983.msg1559664#msg1559664
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://www.latimes.com/extras/festivalofbooks/
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WIKIWHAT?  
 
Today's WikiWhat? is is related to the Advocate interview with James 
Schamus (see First Look: Ang Lee's Taking Woodstock, above): 
 

Take a peek into the life of Elliot Tiber,  the subject of the new 
comedy/drama Taking Woodstock, directed by Ang Lee -- featuring a 

screenplay by James Schamus (see above) -- and soon to be released by Focus 
Features. 

 
In addition to his autobiography, Tiber also wrote, Knock on Woodstock: The Uproarious, 
Uncensored Story of the Woodstock Festival, the Gay Man Who Made It Happen, and How He 
Earned His Ticket to Freedom, which sounds a lot like the title of a Sacha Baron Coh en  movie! 
 
 
 

PHOTOCAPTION OF THE DAY  

By  CellarDweller115  in  Photo Captioning Fun 4  

 

 
 

mama, what's "slash?"  
  

http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=30993.msg1570246#msg1570246
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elliot_Tiber
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taking_Woodstock
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sacha_Baron_Cohen
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QUOTE OF THE DAY  

 
ÒHe was my cream, and I was his coffee - And when you poured us together, it was 

something.Ó   
 

~ Josephine Baker ~ 
 

 

 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

 
If you have ideas about initiating a gathering, go to Start Your Own Threads  

and get the ball rolling to plan a get-together near you. 
 

Man Dance Company  
San Francisco - July 10 -12, 2009  

 
Let us know  of any events you’d like listed here. 

 

Contributors: atruant, CellarDweller115  

The Daily Sheet is a production of The Ultimate Brokeback Forum 
at www.davecullen.com/forum . 

 
Editors emeritae:  CactusGal, Marge_Innavera, tellyouwhat, Stilllearning, MissYouSoMuch 

 
Researchers:  BayCityJohn, BrokenOkie, Killersmom, Kittyhawk, Marge_Innavera, Stilllearning 

 
Formatters:  denim girl, gnash 

 
Today’s edition formatted by gnash  

 
We count on you to send us your news items, questions, and nominations for posts of the day. 

If you have items you’d like to see published, send them to tds@davecullen.com . 
 

To subscribe to The Daily Sheet, click the “Notify” button at the top or bottom of the page. 
When a new issue of TDS is posted, you will be notified by e-mail. 

!

mailto:tds@davecullen.com
http://www.davecullen.com/forum
http://tinyurl.com/2xvegx
http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=31466.0
http://tinyurl.com/2nbpp9
http://www.davecullen.com/forum

