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PROFILE: WINTERBIRD
 

I was born in Hong Kong 
and lived there until I was 
31 years old. A few years 
before that, I met my 
Greek husband while 
traveling in Greece. After 
a few years of our version 
of "14 hour drives" 
(replaced by 12 hour 
flights), we decided to 
stop this long distance 
business and move to 
London together. I studied 
for my master's degree in 
the first year, then I found 
a job in a publishing 
company, got married and 
now have been calling 
London home for 7 years. 
 

The first time I got involved in gay rights was when the Hong Kong government started to make 
plans to decriminalize homosexual acts (it finally came into effect in 1990). It was in the mid-80s 
and I was on my high school debate team (OK, I was sort of a nerd and I listened to The Smiths). I 
was in the "for decriminalization" team and because of that, I did a lot of research on the subject 
and have felt strongly about it ever since (btw, my team won!  ). Later on, I also did some 
volunteer work for the Hong Kong Aids Foundation.  
 
I am a bit of a film buff and also an ardent gay and m/m fictions reader. My favourite genre is gay 
mystery. It's all Joseph Hansen's fault, I got hooked by his Dave Brandstetter mysteries and never 
looked back. And of course, don't even get me started on BBM fanfictions!     For a good 6 
months, I read nothing else but stories where Jack and Ennis found a way to be together. While I 
can't write a short story to save my life, I did write amateurish film and music reviews for pop-
culture magazine back in Hong Kong for a few years. I still do that sometimes in my own LJ blog. 
 
Books, movies and music are a big part of my life. I can't imagine a day goes by without one of 
them taking up at least a few hours (if not the whole day) of my time.    
 
What famous quote has inspired you? 
It's not really a quote but something from a poem by  W.H. Auden: "If equal affection cannot be, let 
the more loving one be me". 
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Currently listening to? 
Tindersticks's Hungry Saw, Portishead's Third and Suede's Dog Man Star album is always on. 
 
Currently reading? 
An Anthology called Hostage by Josh Lanyon, Lauran Baumbach and Sarah Black. Stories that put 
two alpha males together in a dangerous situation. Oh yeah, and they fall in love with each other.  

 
 
What’s your indulgence? 
A long hot bath with a good book. 
 
Other than BBM, what movie has impacted you the most?  Why? 
That would be David Lynch's Blue Velvet, it completely changed the way I see movies and has 
turned me into a major film buff. 
 
What is the best piece of advice that you’ve ever received? 
No matter what you do and how you do it, someon e out there is not going to like it. But it has 
more to do with them, than you. 
 
What do you know for sure?  
That if we cannot explain something now, it's only because we don't know enough yet. Higher or 
divine power has nothing to do with our limited knowledge. 
 
What brought you to the Forum? 
I was on the BBM Imdb board a lot before and after the film came out. The place went too crazy 
and filled with hate-mongers, so l left. Then I read MadLori's Human Interest and I wanted to talk 
to people who were also reading it and someone said I should come here. 
 
Are you more like Jack or Ennis?  Why? 
I'd say I relate to Jack more (I understand those long drives he did, I've done plenty myself. The 
ups and downs before and after those trips... *sighs*). But then, since I love Jack so much, I am 
probably an Ennis.   
 
Your favorite threads? 
Slash Discussion and Recommendations thread. Although I always want to visit the 
Ignorant straight girl wants answers from gay men thread....   
 
How many times have you watched BBM? 
Countless times on DVD.  About 7 times in theatre. 
 
Who is the one person that you would most want to see BBM and why? 
I'd like my husband to sit through the whole movie (he watched bits and pieces) with me for once, 
so he'd stop saying that I am hooked with  this movie because I fancy Jake Gyllenhaal. 
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Your favorite BBM scene? 
It would be a tight contest between the dozy embrace and the scene where Ennis found those 
shirts in Jack's room... 
 
What was your take-away message from BBM?  What affected you the most? 
Think less about what other people think, especially those who don't even know or care about you. 
And spend more time with the ones that deserve your love and time.
 

 
 
EPISCOPAL BISHOP AND PARTNER UNITED IN CIVIL UNION. 

The Rt. Rev. V. Gene Robinson was legally joined to Mark Andrew, his partner of 20 years, in a civil 
ceremony last Saturday, the Episcopal Diocese of New Hampshire announced. The civil ceremony 
and a religious service of thanksgiving which followed, were both held at St. Paul's Church in 
Concord, reports By Norma Love (AP) on news.yahoo.com(1). 

 
"The civil union was performed by Ronna Wise, a longtime friend and justice of the peace. About 
120 family and close friends attended. 
 
"Civil unions became legal in New Hampshire this year.  The law bestows all the rights and 
responsibilities of marriage, which includes inheritance and other rights enjoyed by married 
couples, onto couples joined in civil unions." 

(1) http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap /20080608/ap_on_re/gay_bishop 
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INTERVIEW WITH COMPOSER OF BBM  OPERA 
By BayCi t yJ ohn

"American composer Charles Wuorinen (pictured 
when he was a boy) has been commissioned by 
New York City Opera to write a work based on 
Annie ProulxÕs Brokeback Mountain, the company 
announced. Obviously it's early in the game for firm 
answers, but we prodded the 70-year-old composer 
Monday for a few clues to what will be heard when 
the work arrives on stage in the spring of 2013;" 
this from The Philadelphia Inquirer(2). 
 
Why did this project appeal to you? 
"Well, it has the potential to be a very dramatic 
thing Ð operatic doomed love and tragedy, the 
conflict between love and duty if you will. ItÕs just 
the basic material out of which many operas and 
tragedies can be made. ItÕs just that the 
circumstances are updated to our time." 
 
Have you done any work on it yet? 
"We donÕt yet know whether Annie Proulx will do 
the libretto, so I havenÕt done anything directly. We 
have had a few preliminary discussions and I have a
number of other works to get out of the way. I see starting in earnest beginning in 2009." 

 

  
What will determine whether Proulx does the libretto? 
"ItÕs a question of time. We are all very busy. I donÕt want to speak for her. I think she wants to, 
but there may be practical considerations that may get in the way." 
 
Click HERE(3)  for the full interview, where these questions and more are answered: 
Have you thought about structure? Will it  follow the film or the original story? 
Is hanging this work on a popular film an advantage? 
What does subject matter say to you as far as style? 
 
Visit the newly opened Opera Thread(4)  for more discussion. 
 
(2) (3) http://blogs.phillynews.com/in quirer/ArtsWatch/2008/06/brokeb ack_mountain_the_opera_1.html
(4) http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=22452.msg1325286#msg1325286
 

THE DAILY SHEET  
A produc t ion of  The Ul t im at e Brok ebac k  Forum   
w w w .davec ul len.c om /forum 4

http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=22452.msg1325286#msg1325286
http://tinyurl.com/4h6v9t
http://blogs.phillynews.com/inquirer/ArtsWatch/2008/06/brokeback_mountain_the_opera_1.html
http://blogs.phillynews.com/inquirer/ArtsWatch/2008/06/brokeback_mountain_the_opera_1.html
http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=22452.msg1325286#msg1325286
http://blogs.phillynews.com/inquirer/ArtsWatch/2008/06/brokeback_mountain_the_opera_1.html


THE D
AIL

Y S
HEET

 
Sat urday J une 14t h, 2008 

HAPPY FATHER'S DAY 

In honor of  al l  t hose Dads w ho t aught  us so m uc h: 
As long as you tried your hardest, that's all that matters. 

 
Were you raised in a barn? Close the door. 

 
A little dirt never hurt anyone--just wipe it off. 

 
Don't believe anything you hear and only half of what you see. 

 
You call that a haircut? 

 
Turn off those lights. Do you think I am made of money? 

 
You call that noise "music"? 

 
When I was your age , I treated MY father with respect. 

 
Don't forget to check your oil. 

 
I don't care what other people are doing! I'm not everybody else's father! 

 
If you're going to steal a car, at least make it a Cadillac (but don't call me asking for 

bail.) 
 

What did I just get finished telling you? 
 

Life is a journey and you've just reached one of many speed bumps to come. 
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FLAG DAY ~ J UNE 14 
 
On June 14, 1777, the Continental Congress approved 
the design of a national flag. 
 
"Since 1916, when President Woodrow Wilson issued a 
presidential proclamation establishing a national Flag 
Day on June 14, Americans have commemorated the 
adoption of the Stars and Stripes by celebrating June 
14 as Flag Day. Congressional legislation designating 
that date as the national Flag Day was signed into law 
by President Harry Truman in 1949. 
 
"According to legend, in 1776, George Washington 
commissioned Philadelphia seamstress Betsy Ross to 
create a flag for the new nation. To date, there have 
been twenty-seven official versions of the flag, bu t the arrangement of the stars varied according to 
the flag-makers' preferences until 1912 when President Taft standardized the then-new flag's forty-
eight stars into six rows of eight. The forty-nine -star flag (1959-60), as we ll as the fifty-star flag, 
also have standardized star patterns. The current version of the flag dates to July 4, 1960, after 
Hawaii became the fiftieth state on August 21, 1959;" this from memory.loc.gov(5).

(5) http://memory.loc.gov/am mem/today/jun14.html 

 

 

New Forum Feature!  
SAVE PERSONAL MESSAGES  

Thanks to the tireless efforts of BayCityJohn, forum members can now save their Personal 
Messages (PMs) to their own computers!  Saving your PMs, then deleting them from your PM 
account improves forum performance for everyone.   
 
These instructions are for Internet Explorer.  If yo u use a different browser, such as Opera, or are a 
Mac user, the steps may vary. 
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STEP 1 

Step 1 - In the Control Panel for your PMs you'll see the new 'Save 
all PMs' link.  Click the link and wait for the page containing your 
messages to open.  Depending on the number of PMs in your In or 
Out box and the number of images included, this may take a moment. 
 
Step 2 - After the page opens, click on 'File' and then 'Save As' from 
the dropdown menu. 
  
Step 3 - When you clicked on 'Save As', a window like the one shown 
below will open.  First choose the location where you want to save 
your PM file.  In the example, the file would be saved in 'My 
Documents'.  Next you may want to edit the File Name.  If you are 
saving the contents of both your 'In'  and 'Out' boxes, you may want to 
identify your files that way for easy re ference.  If your PMs accumulate 
quickly and you plan to save them periodically, you may want to also 
include the date.  Now it's time to select the type of file you want to 
save from the dropdown menu at 'Save as Type'.  This is a very 
important step because of the differences in the file types:  

• Web Page, complete 
(*.htm); (*.html) will save 
your file as a webpage that 
opens in your browser.  If 
there are images in your PMs 
they may be saved in a 
separate folder. 

 
STEP 2 

• Web Archive, single file (*.mht) will save both text and 
images to your harddrive.  This may result in a significantly 
larger file if there are images included.  This file type can be 
opened in a browser window, Word, etc. 

• Web Page, HTML only (*.htm); (*.html) will save 
your file as a webpage that opens in your browser.  
Images will be linked and could be lost later if the URLs 
are broken, or if the images are later deleted at the 
source (PhotoBucket, etc) 

Text File (*.txt) will save only the raw text, including URLs, 
but they will not be clickable links. 

 
 

THE DAILY SHEET  
A produc t ion of  The Ul t im at e Brok ebac k  Forum   
w w w .davec ul len.c om /forum 7



THE D
AIL

Y S
HEET

 
Sat urday J une 14t h, 2008 

Step 4 - After you have chosen the file destination, name and type, click 'Save' 
 
IMPORTANT: 
 
Step 5 - When you have finished saving your PMs, please delete them from your forum account. 

 
 
 
If you have questions or need assistance, please contact someone on the Tech Team 
(BrokenOkie, BayCityJohn, Nax, Killersmom, etc.) 
 
Thanks BrokenOkie for this concise tutorial. 
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IN CASE YOU DIDN'T K NOW 
 
PDF versions of TDS are available, thanks to Andrea. 

!" http://www.davecullen.com/brokeback/PDF/ 
 

Favorite Patriotic Photocaptions - now have their own thread ~ thanks Tom (tfmisc) for 
establishing this thread. 

!" http://www.davecullen.com/ forum/index.php?topic=30303.0  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

In the Deep Thoughts and Poems(6), 
CellarDweller115 posted: 

 
The Full Plate 

 
A familiar feeling, that I've come to hate 
realizing I have, too much on my plate 
I want some peace, I need some rest 

I want to be away, that would be the best 
but instead what I have, in my cluttered life 
are unwanted situations, causing me strife 

giving me trouble, and causing much tension 
these outside forces, all calling for my attention 

affecting my health, affecting my mind 
affecting my moods, putting me in a bind 
I refuse to give in, and let it all get to me 

and once again I find out, just how strong I can be 
I'm not one to give up, and so now I must fight 

right now things are dark, at tunnel's end, there is light
and when it's all settled, a new "normal" is in place 

that I will adjust to, in my personal space 
I will sail through, all this storm, and this din 

rest for the weary will be found, and I'll breathe again 
 
 

 
 (6) http://www.davecullen.com/fo rum/index.php?topic=3482.825 
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QUOTE OF THE DAY 

A day without laughter is a day wasted. 
 

~ Charlie Chaplin ~ 
 

 
 

FROM PHOTO CAPTIONING FUN 3  
by Vic

 

 
 

Ennis: "Did you know they're making an opera about us?" 
Jack: "You already make me yodel, Ennis, what do I need opera for?" 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

If you have ideas about initiating a gathering, go to Start Your Own Threads and get the ball 
rolling to plan a get-together near you. 

 
 

BROKIES IN THE UK
June 20 - 22nd - Oxford 08 
!" http://www.davecullen.com /forum/index.php?topic

=20185.0 

 
GATHERING IN ALBANY NY  
July 4-6, 2008 
!" http://www.davecullen.com /forum/index.php?topic

=29514.0 
 

PHILLY SLASH BASH 
July 11 - 13, 2008 
!" http://www.davecullen.c om/forum/index.php?t
opic=29866.15 
 
BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN  
SCREENING IN LA  
August 4, 2008 at 7:30 P.M. 
!" http://www.davecullen.com /forum/index.php?topic

=27940.0 
 

 
Let us know of any events you'd like listed here. 

Contributors: BayCityJohn, KittyHawk, BrokenOkie, Denim girl, gnash.  

The Daily Sheet is a production of The Ultimate Brokeback Forum at 
www.davecullen.com/forum 

 
Editors: Ellen (tellyouwhat), Dawn (Stilllearning) 

 
Columnists: Jim Bond, michaelflanagansf 

 
Proofreader/Researchers: whiplash, gnash, denim girl 

 
Proofreader and columnist: Royandronnie 

 
Today's edition produced by Dawn (Stilllearning) email: Dawn@davecullen.com 

 
Today's edition formatted and proofed b y gnash 

 
We count on you to send us your news items, questions, and nominations for posts of the day. 

 
To subscribe to The Daily Sheet, press the "Notify" b utton at the top of the p age. 

When a new TDS is posted, you will be notified by email. 
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