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THE RIGHT TO MARRY, GOOD FOR YOUR HEALTH? 
Contributors BayCityJohn and Marge_Innavera
 

Gilbert Herdt and Robert Kertzner of the 
American Sexuality Magazine(1)  report, "The 
California Supreme Court’s decision that strikes 
down the exclusion of same-sex couples from 
civil marriage is a watershed event for the 
human rights and well-being of GLBT people.  
 
"Still, today people know that marriage is not for 
everyone. It is a choice to be made. And when 
people have a deep cultural desire to marry, it is 
wrong to deny anyone this choice. Like their 
heterosexual counterparts, many lesbians and 
gay men may sense that marriage will improve 
their lives; this is the cultural meaning registered 

behind the question, “Are you married?” Dozens of research studies over decades bear them out by 
showing that civil marriage generally improves the mental and physical health of heterosexual men 
and women." 
 
"As an act of discrimination, marriage denial heightens the risk of social isolation and 
marginalization—pervasive experiences of a generation of gay men and lesbians, as portrayed in 
the now classic film Brokeback Mountain. Our analysis found that the legal recognition of same-
sex relationships will surely improve physical and psychological health among gays and lesbians 
while reducing discrimination and a sense of second-class citizenship." 
 
However there are still forces organizing in California against marriage for same-sex couples. The 
Campaign For Children and Families(2) (CCF) has issued a plan that includes calling or writing 
Justice Ronald M. George, Governor Schwarzenegger, and municipal offices - which issue marriage 
licenses. The CCF is suggesting that individuals ask county clerks to refuse service to same-sex 
couples.  
 
In an effort to counter-balance the above initiative, if anyone is interested in sending a positive 
message of support for same-sex marriage legislation to the individuals listed above, contact 
information is available:  
 
Chief Justice Ronald M. George 
Supreme Court of California  
350 McAllister Street 
San Francisco, CA 94102  
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Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger at 916-445-2841 
 
Information for county clerks found on the CCF website(3).
 
(1) http://nsrc.sfsu.edu/MagWebpage.cfm
(2) (3) http://www.savecalifornia.com/getactive/alertmain.php?alid=201 

 
 
 
 
 

GENE ROBINSON 
AUTHOR, COMMITTED PARTNER, BISHOP 

"His first book is out this month, he will tie the civil-union knot with 
his male partner in June under a new state law, and he will be an 
uninvited bishop hanging 'around the edges' this July in England 
during the Lambeth Conference of Anglican bishops," we read in 
christiancenter.org(4). 
 
"Robinson was asked to identify the most common misstatement 
made about him. 'The most persistent and hurtful one is that I 
abandoned my wife and children to move in with my lover.' It was 
an amicable divorce, he said. 
 
"'I did not meet the person who has been my partner for 20 years 
until two months after my wife was remarried,' he said. He and his 
wife 'went back to church to end the marriage,' he said. 'We asked 
for each other's forgiveness, pledged our joint raising of our 
children, and gave our wedding rings back to each other' in the 
context of a Eucharist. 'It was one of the most feeling and 

wonderful moments of my life.'" 

 
Click HERE(6)  to purchase  
Bishop Robinson's book. 

 
Bishop Robinson was also featured in the highly acclaimed documentary For the Bible Tells Me So, 
which you can learn more about HERE(5).
 
(4) http://www.christiancentury.org/article.lasso?id=4765
(5) http://www.forthebibletellsmeso.org/indexa.htm
(6) http://astore.amazon.com/davecullencom-20/detail/1596270888/103-1941327-3089450 
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BROK EBACK  IN THE CLASSROOM 
By BayCityJohn
 
A look at just how far-reaching the impact of Brokeback Mountain 
can be, with a small sampling of its use in educating the up-
coming generation. 
 
At Cal State Northridge(7), English 364OL, an upper division 
general education course in the genre of the short story includes 
these on their list of required materials: 
 
Brokeback Mountain - A Film by Ang Lee  
Brokeback Mountain - Story to screenplay, Story by Annie Proulx, 
Screenplay by Larry McMurtry & Diana Ossana 
 
Brokeback Mountain Midterm Paper Assignment: Take note of the differences in the literary 
mediums of book and film (changes and transformations from story to screenplay to film). Please 
point to specific passages and scenes, specific dialogue and relationships, and specific visual 
landscapes and scenery. 
 
Harvard University 
Literature and the Concept of Sexuality(8) 
 
"Sexuality has become central to (and in some cases synonymous with) Western understandings of 
the self. This semester we will investigate the interconnected and overlapping histories of sexuality 
and of Western literature of the last one hundred and fifty years, exploring how a wide range of 
writers have grappled with, resisted, embraced, complicated, paid homage to, and waged 
unrelenting war against this newfangled concept." 
 
Literary texts include (but are not limited to) Robert Louis Stevenson's The Strange Case of Dr. 
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, works by Gertrude Stein and Richard Bruce Nugent, Marguerite Duras's The 
Lover, Toni Morrison's The Bluest Eye, Philip Roth's Portnoy's Complaint, Marilyn Hacker's Selected 
Poems, 1965-1990, Mark Ravenhill's play Shopping and Fucking, Annie Proulx's Brokeback 
Mountain, and Jeanette Winterson's Written on the Body. 
 
(7) http://www.csun.edu/~pjs44945/364syl.html 
(8) http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~english/Undergraduate/courses/Eng97/sophseminars.html
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JAKE'S GRANDMOTHER PASSES 
 

Forum friend, Cantara, who published Stephen 
Gyllenhaal's book of poetry Claptrap: Notes from 
Hollywood has confirmed the sad news that Virginia 
Gyllenhaal, paternal grandmother of Jake and Maggie, 
passed away on May 4, 2008. A memorial service was 
held at Bryn Athyn Cathedral in Bryn Athyn, PA on May 
6th. We extend out condolences to the family for their 
loss. 
 

 
 
 

MAY: NATIONAL HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE EDUCATION MONTH  

The National Heart Lung and Blood Institute(9) tells us that Blood 
pressure is the force of blood against the walls of arteries. Blood pressure 
is recorded in millimeters of mercury with two numbers, — the systolic 
pressure and diastolic pressure.  
 

!" Normal blood pressure is 120 (systolic)/80 (diastolic). 
!" A blood pressure level of 140/90 mmHg or higher is considered 

high. 
!" High blood pressure increases the risk for heart disease and 

stroke. 
 
"Steps to prevent high blood pressure include: adopting a healthy lifestyle 
which included maintaining a healthy weight; being physically active; 
following a healthy eating plan that emphasizes fruits, vegetables, and low-fat dairy foods; 
choosing and preparing foods with less salt (sodium); practicing moderation if you drink alcoholic 
beverages; and not smoking." 
 
(9) http://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/hbp/index.html
 

 

GOING GREEN - KNOWING WHAT'S WHAT 

"A Carbon Footprint is a measure of the impact human activities have on the environment in terms 
of the amount of greenhouse gases produced, measured in units of carbon dioxide," explains 
CarbonFootprint.com(10). 
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"A Carbon Footprint is made up of the sum of two parts, the direct/primary 
footprint and the indirect/secondary footprint. 
 
1. The primary footprint is a measure of our direct emissions of CO2 from 

the burning of fossil fuels including domestic energy consumption and 
transportation (e.g. car and plane). 
 

Going Green suggestions: Use public transport as much as possible. Find out about your local bus 
services and then use it. Car pool. 
 
2. The secondary footprint is a measure of the indirect CO2 emissions from the whole lifecycle of 

products we use - those associated with their manufacture and eventual breakdown. 
 
Going Green suggestion: Turn off and unplug stereos, radios, TVs, and DVDs when you leave for 
holidays. These appliances have a stand-by function that uses energy even when they are turned 
off." 
 
(10) http://www.carbonfootprint.com/
 

 
BILLYBOBCAT  
 
Why do I call myself BillyBobcat? Well, I have to admit I 
pulled the name out of the air in a hurry when I discovered 
this community. I was about a week into my "BBM grieving" 
and I was in a hurry to unburden and share. I haven't used 
the name anywhere else except here and the Bettermost 
site. 
 
Well, I'm Bob to my non-BBM 

friends, so that part's easy to explain. And bobcats are admirable 
animals. The Billy part I took from my maternal grandfather's name. 
He was an important person in my life. My father died when I was 2, 
and my maternal grandparents took me in for a few years until it 
was convenient for me to rejoin my mother. 

 
From royandronnie

 
Actually, I'm also a closet hillbilly, in the sense that I have a passion 
for traditional home-grown music, and the Billy Bob thing sort of has 
that kind of a sound to it. 
 
--Bob/BillyBobcat 
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FUN QUESTION OF THE WEEK 

This week’s Question: According to the Bureau of Justice statistics, what is the most common 
form of vandalism? 
 
Let us know the answer on the response thread(11).  

Last Week: When a female horse and male donkey mate, the 
offspring is called a mule, but when a male horse and female 
donkey mate, what is the offspring called? 
 
The answer: You all are too good!  Indeed the answer is a hinny. 

(11) http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=8377.1815 

 

 

In the Gay Marriage: Inciting a backlash, or dragging along too 
slowly? thread(12), BayCityJohn said: "This was posted on IMDB 
tonight:" 
 
"For so much of my life I've felt an inexplicable enmity towards gay 
people and I always felt that was normal. I thought it was perfectly 
reasonable to look at homosexuals as people with some sort of 
mental/sexual confusion. Like they were somehow confused.  
 

I'm Catholic and always felt I had an obligation to oppose things like gay marriage and gay 
adoption. I'm not suggesting this movie in some way gave me a "eureka" moment, but it really 
made me examine some of those pre-conceived notions I had about gay couples.  
 
After watching this love story I was filled with some kind of shame I couldn't understand. Click 
HERE(13) to read the full post.  

(12) http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic=31.750
(13) http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0388795/board/thread/106488819
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QUOTE OF THE DAY 
 
The right to marry whoever one wishes is an elementary human right compared to which "the right 
to attend an integrated school, the right to sit where one pleases on a bus, the right to go into any 
hotel or recreation area or place of amusement, regardless of one's skin or color or race" are minor 

indeed. Even political rights, like the right to vote, and nearly all other rights enumerated in the 
Constitution, are secondary to the inalienable human rights to "life, liberty and the pursuit of 

happiness" proclaimed in the Declaration of Independence; and to this category the right to home 
and marriage unquestionably belongs. [Dissent, Winter 1959] 

~ Hannah Arendt ~ 

 

FROM PHOTO CAPTIONING FUN 3  
By MissYouSoMuch

 
 
 

Reese (thinking): Another 
new pair of Nikes?!?! 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

If you have ideas about initiating a gathering, go to Start Your Own Threads and get the ball 
rolling to plan a get-together near you. 

 
BBQ: WYOMING ROUNDUP 
June 1-7, 2008.  
!" http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic

=27951.0 
 

BROKIES IN THE UK
June 20 - 22nd - Oxford 08 
!" http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic

=20185.0 
 
GATHERING IN ALBANY NY  
July 4-6, 2008 
!" http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic

=29514.0 

 
PHILLY SLASH BASH 
July 11 - 13, 2008 
!" http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?t
opic=29866.15 
 
BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN  
SCREENING IN LA  
August 4, 2008 at 7:30 P.M. 
!" http://www.davecullen.com/forum/index.php?topic

=27940.0 
 

 
Let us know of any events you'd like listed here. 

Contributors: BayCityJohn, Kittyhawk, Marge_Innavera, MissYouSoMuch 

 
 

The Daily Sheet is a production of The Ultimate Brokeback Forum at 
www.davecullen.com/forum 

 
Editors: Ellen (tellyouwhat), Dawn (Stilllearning) 

 
Columnists: Jim Bond, michaelflanagansf, Marge_Innavera 

 
Proofreader/Researchers: whiplash, gnash, denim girl 

 
Proofreader and columnist: Royandronnie 

 
Today's edition produced by Dawn (Stilllearning) email: Dawn@davecullen.com 

 
Today's edition formatted and proofed by denim girl 

 
We count on you to send us your news items, questions, and nominations for posts of the day. 

 
To subscribe to The Daily Sheet, press the "Notify" button at the top of the page. 

When a new TDS is posted, you will be notified by email. 
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