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PROFILE: ALMA
 
I What's a white, heterosexual, married, 
homeschooling mother of five, ex-evangelical 
Christian, MA theology type person, doing in a 
place like this? I'll tell you what. Brokeback 
Mountain so blew my world open to consider 
facets of this thing called love, I raced to the 
Internet to search for a space where other people 
similarly moved would huddle over cursors 
flashing and empty text boxes to share the depths 
of what this movie did to them (and to express 
how it had devastated me). 
 
In my world of conservative Christians (most of 
my friends at the time of the first viewing), 
homosexuality is a thing to be feared, made fun of 
and eradicated. Yet for me, who has been notoriously labeled in my community as "soft on gays," I 
found Brokeback Mountain to be the best case yet for why soul-to-soul love has little to do with 
body parts and how they match up, and everything to do with the intimacy two people share who 
serve as the only real refuge from their otherwis e barren existences. Homosexual, heterosexual - 
the lines were blurred because love is not about bodies (though bodies are essential in the 
expression of love). Love is about joyful,  tingly, celebration of deep connection. Brokeback 
Mountain busts that door open and makes us look... makes us regret that society has ever had a 
part in crushing what is good, right and sacred. 
 
What a joy to find a film that does all that! 
 
I'm a freelance writer, writing instructor, and busine ss owner. I look for any opportunity to put my 
thoughts as they evolve into word s, in order to get the ideas out for consideration, for that echo of 
affirmation, that challenge of dissent. This foru m has been among the richest Internet experiences 
of my life. I've never felt so thoroughly engaged in a single work of art, never so spell-bound by the 
quality of reflection and insight, nor so moved by the powerful life changes forum members made 
in order to become more loving, authentic, gro unded human beings. My world is bigger and better 
because of Brokeback Mountain the film, the short story and ultimately, this community. 
 
What famous quote has inspired you? 
 
A Room with a View is my all-time favorite book and E. M. Forster is by far and away my favorite 
author (Annie Proulx did a damned good job of threatening that personal ranking, though). When 
George Emerson witnesses the Italian murder in the piazza where Lucy Honeychurch faints, 
George's reaction is not to be sad or shocked or frightened (though he was a little of all of these). 
Rather, he declares, "I shall want to live!"  That's currently my favorite quote and goes with my 
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biggest challenge (further down). 
 
Interestingly, Brokeback Mountain had a similar impact on me: the desire to live... The "I swear" at 
the end led me to swear that I would not squa nder another minute wondering what to do or 
whether to do it, but risking for love, for a life lived. 
 
 
Currently listening to? 
 
I'm such an ordinary music fan (U2 being my favori te band of all time, like everyone else in the 
world). Still, right now I'm utterly smitten with Dash board Confessional's mid-twenties male vocalist 
whinings. I'm equally done in by Chester Bennington of Linkin Park, who I think is both adorable 
and a wildly good singer/screamer. I know, it's absurd... I could be their mothers! But I like to 
pretend I'm not.   
 
 
Biggest challenge? 
 
Midlife. I'm right in the eye of the storm, sorting out what I really want for the next 25 years, 
wondering how to live in a way that is invested in making a difference in the lives of others, that is 
unselfish, yet that is also fulfilling to me. I'm writin g two books right now, attend an inner city black 
church (which I love!) and am involved in a very important relationship that has catalyzed a whole 
new understanding of what it means to be human, whole and an individual (not just the other half 
of a married couple, or the mother of children, or  the boss of employees). Yeah, you know it. I'm 
forty-six (same age as Obama!). 
 
 
WhatÕs your indulgence? 
 
My favorite indulgence is a recent discovery. For the first time in my very ordinary, safe, 
transparent life, I went to the beach in California  alone and smoked my first cigarette. It was a 
sacred moment, a chance to confront the little lega lisms of my past and the "be good Julie" mantra 
I clutched a little too tightly as an adult. I smok ed them down. I wrote about the experience on : 
my personal blog , as a symbol of how I'm making my way through the rocky paths of mid-life. I 
also like a really nice glass of cabernet sauvignon most nights.  
 
 
If you could ask God one question, what would it be? 
 
Why the hell are you so irrelevant yet so import ant to so many? (Of course this question is 
dependent on a God concept as external being... which is not how I see God.) 
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What's one thing that you ju st can't stand, so you're trying to help fix it? 
 
The utterly blind privilege of whit e heterosexuals who live in their identical suburban homes, safe 
from inner city crime, AIDS, poor schools, institut ional discrimination, and the relentless pressure to 
defend themselves to other human beings. I care about two things: racism and homophobia. I do 
my part through writing, through interperso nal conversations, through teaching white 
homeschooled kids and exposing them to ideas and issues they wouldn't otherwise encounter, and 
I attend a black church as the only white person there. 
 
 
WhatÕs your inspiration?   
 
Good writing. I live for it. 
 
 
What do you know for sure?   
 
That my kids love me and that I've become the better person I am through them.  
 
 
What brought you to the Forum? 
 
Google! I thank the Internet Gods for leading me here.  
 
 
What do you appreciate the most about this site, what is the most important thing that 
you have learned as a result of being here? 
 
I most appreciate the people I've met here. There ar e two I'd like to feature in this little interview, 
though. While I was especially moved by the posts of  Hayek_UK in the early days (and our bazillion 
PMs back and forth - thanks Hayek!), the two peop le I most enjoy right now are Dave Cullen, the 
man himself, for his unbridled love for Obama and his mad writing, research and fan skillz, and 
Appleone, who has enabled me to see this election through her eyes. She is one of the most 
generous, open, authentic people I've ever run across online and I hope I am like her in my best 
moments. 
 
 
Your favorite BBM scene? 
 
SNIT: I'd like to take a moment to extend to myself full credit for the longest running controversy 
on the BBM forums. It was I who first asked the question of whether or not Ennis and Jack said 
"I'm sorry" and "S'alright" during the SNIT. Yes, those thousands of pages that attempted to smash 
people into submission for the ONE RIGHT view were innocently started by moi.  
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And I love that scene because it's effin' hawt! Two men, tenderly loving each other, no woman 
present, Jake and Heath? Come on.  
 
 
What was your take-away message from BBM?  What affected you the most?  
 
Live, love, no regrets. 
 
 
 

CA SUPREME COURT OVERTURNS GAY MARRIAGE BAN 

 ÒIn a monumental victory for the gay rights movement, the California 
Supreme Court overturned a voter-approved ban on gay marriage 
Thursday in a ruling that would allow same-sex couples in the nation's 
biggest state to tie the knot. 
 
ÒDomestic partnerships (which are now legal in the state) are not a 
good enough substitute for marriage, the justices ruled 4-3 in striking 
down the ban,Ó reports Lisa Leff (AP) on Yahoo.com (1). 
 
"Today the California Supreme Court took a giant leap to ensure that 
everybody Ñ not just in the state of California , but throughout the 
country Ñ will have equal treatment und er the law," said City Attorney 
Dennis Herrera, who argued the case for San Francisco. 

 
However, "religious and social conservative groups are attempting to trump the court's decision by 
putting a measure on the November ballot to ban gay marriage in the state constitution. 
 
ÒIn the Castro, historically a center of the gay community in San Francisco , Tim Oviatt started 
crying while watching the news on TV. 'I've been waiting for this all my life,' he said. 'This is a life-
affirming moment.'" 
 
Join our discussion on the Gay Marriage: Inciting a backlash, or dragging along too slowly?  

(2)  thread. 
 
(1) http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/ 20080515/ap_on_re_us/gay_marriage
(2) http://www.davecullen.com/forum/ index.php?topic=31.msg1298098#msg1298098 
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GAY RIGHTS ISSUES PRESENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR BOTH 
CANDIDATES 
 
This story , posted on Friday, presents an analysis of what the gay marriage ruling means for the 
presidential candidates. 

1. http://www.fivethirtyeight.com/2008/ 05/gay-marriage-presents-risks.html 

 

WHAT'S HOT ON THE SMALL SCREEN 

Lost (3)  where Aevkc  asks: So was Sawyer supposed to leave with 
Kate and Aaron?  Were Kate and Sawyer supposed to raise Aaron 
until some point in time when it was safe for him to return to the 
Island? 
 
Dancing With The Stars (4)  - Who will take the grand prize - Jason 
or Kristi? 

 
Project Runaway 4 (5)  - Tonkatodd  posted," Variety confirms that there will be a 14 episode 
cycle of PR on Bravo this summer before the move to Lifetime. Nina Garcia is still up in the air...her 
role at Elle Magazine is still murky at best with her 'consulting' through the end of the year." 
 
Brothers & Sisters  - Kevin and Scotty wed in the show's Sunday night Season 2 finale. Actually 
it's a "gay commitment ceremony -- the first sa me-sex union on American network TV between 
series regulars." Matthew Rhys, who plays Kevin says, "It's all very progressive, evolved and about 
time." 
 
"It's a milestone, and I was really quite 
pleased that I got to be a part of it," echoes 
Calista Flockhart, who plays Kevin's big sis 
Kitty. 
 
Read more from AfterElton (6)  where "Ken 
Olin (thirtysomething) and David Marshall 
Grant discuss the revolution in how gay love is 
handled on TV." 
 
Tell us what you think - on the TV threads (7)  
and the Media Coverage: How are we 
seen (8)  thread. 
 
(3) http://www.davecullen.com/ forum/index.php?topic=20193.2775
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(4) http://www.davecullen.com/ forum/index.php?topic=29443.120
(5) http://www.davecullen.com/ forum/index.php?topic=27676.390
(6) http://www.afterelton.com/ TV/brothersandsisters.html
(7) http://www.davecullen.com/ forum/index.php?board=40.0
(8) http://www.davecullen.com/ forum/index.php?topic=2660.330 
 
 
 

WHAT'S THAT YOU SAY? 
Ignorant Straight Girl Wants Answers from Gay Men 
 

One of the.... tamer discussions on this revived thread tells us about: 
Erogenous Zones by the Signs  (astrological). 
 
"Some astrologists associate a certain astrological sign with the particular 
part of the body. Here weÕd like to provide a kind of seduction plan that 
we hope will be helpful for you in discovering the sensual world of your 
partner". 
 
For example: "Aries: the head and the face. Aries are more sensitive 
when you stroke his forehead and temples. They adore if you are playing 
with their hair: combing and running through his hair with your fingers. 

Aries women like kissing with the bristled or bearded men. A light graze of their lips will make the 
sensations just great, explains sex-astrology (9), where the full complement of star-directed 
Erogenous Zones can be found. 

(9) http://www.sex-astrology.com/erogenous_zones.html 

 

ANNIE PROULXÕS SHORT STORY PUBLISHED IN THE NEW YORK ER 

Them Old Cowboy Songs, by Annie Proulx was published in the 
May 5 edition of the New Yorker Magazine (but was not in the 
on-line version of the magazine). ÒHer latest story, is a 
minimalist masterpiece of Old West story-telling, bleak as the 
frontier, and hetero. SheÕs totally nailed the cowboy idiom,Ó 
reports wor710 (10). 
 
Clifford Garstang of perpetualfolly (11)  says, ÒThe story doesnÕt 
have that dark a feel to me. Yes, itÕs grim and there are 
hardships galore, all the standard stuff that anyone might 
imagine plus the horror of RoseÕs miscarriage. But itÕs 1885 and 
life is hard and everyone knows that. The characters know that and the reader knows that. But the 
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ending, in which we realize that some survive the harsh life and some just disappear without a 
trace, is almost hopeful.Ó 
 
(10) http://www.wor710. com/pages/2072736.php
(11) http://perpetualfolly.blogsp ot.com/2008/05/new-yorker-them- old-cowboy-songs-by.html 
 
 
 

ENJOYING MOTHER'S DAY 
 

 
Michelle and Matilda ~ Girl time 
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MEN'S RULES 
 
From the Bring your Humor Here (12)  thread Magicmountain  
posted this list of rules for women to heed, from the male side: 
  
"Please note, these are all numbered '1 '  

1. Ask for what you want. Obvious hints do not work! Just say it!  

1. Yes and No are perfectly acceptable answers to almost every question.  

1. If you think you're fat, yo u probably are. Don't ask us.  

1. You can either ask us to do something or tell us how you want it done. Not both. If you already 
know best how to do it, just do it yourself.  

1. Men see in only 16 colors, like Windows default settings. Peach, for example, is a fruit, not a 
color. Pumpkin is also a fruit. We have no idea what mauve is.  

1. If we ask what is wrong and you say 'nothing,' we will act like nothing's wrong.  

1. When we have to go somewhere, absolutely anything you wear is fine. Really." 

(12) http://www.davecullen.com/for um/index.php?topic=208.1605

 

QUOTE OF THE DAY 

From the Virginia Law Weekly (12)  reviewer Mike Lecaroz says, " I submit my picks for the films, 
actors, and directors that defined the world of film from August 2005 to May 2008. 
 
Best Director: Ang Lee, who delivered more than one movie over the past three years. First, 
Brokeback Mountain  was a masterpiece. Lee crafted an entirely personal movie to deliver a 
messageÑconsenting adults deserve complete sexual freedom because any restriction is a 
deadweight loss to societyÑin a way that was almost acceptable to the mainstream." 

(12) http://www.lawweekly.org/?modu le=displaystory&story_id=2111&edition_id=93&format=html 
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FROM PHOTO CAPTIONING FUN 3  
A Photo Cap Salute to the Movies!  

 
THE MAN WHO KNEW TOO 

MUCH 
By Tammy

 

 
THE GREATEST SHOW ON 

EARTH 
By Doodler

 
SOME LIKE IT HOT 

By Bubo

 
 

AN INCONVENIENT TRUTH  
By Lyle

 
 

I AM LEGEND 
By gnash
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
If you have ideas about initiating a gathering, go to Start Your Own Threads  and get the ball 

rolling to plan a get-together near you. 

 
BBQ: WYOMING ROUNDUP  
June 1-7, 2008.   
!" http://www.davecullen.com /forum/index.php?topic

=27951.0 
 

BROKIES IN THE UK
June 20 - 22nd - Oxford 08  
!" http://www.davecullen.com /forum/index.php?topic

=20185.0 

 
GATHERING IN ALBANY NY   
July 4-6, 2008 
!" http://www.davecullen.com /forum/index.php?topic

=29514.0 

 
PHILLY SLASH BASH  
July 11 - 13, 2008 
!" http://www.davecullen.c om/forum/index.php?t
opic=29866.15 
 
BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN  
SCREENING IN LA  
August 4, 2008 at 7:30 P.M. 
!" http://www.davecullen.com /forum/index.php?topic

=27940.0 
 

 
Let us know  of any events you'd like listed here. 

Contributors: Ma gicmountain, KittyHawk, BayCityJohn, Tammy, gnash, Bubo, Alma, Lyle

 

The Daily Sheet is a production of The Ultimate Brokeback Forum at 
www.da vecullen.com/forum  

 
Editors: Ellen  (tellyouwhat), Daw n (Stilllearning) 

 
Columnists: Jim B ond , michaelflanagansf , Marge_Innavera  

 
Proofreader/Researchers: whiplash , gn ash, denim  girl  

 
Proofreader and columnist: Royandronnie  

 
Today's edit ion produced b y Dawn (Stilllearning ) email:  Dawn@davecullen.com  

 
Today's edition formatted and proofed b y gnash  

 
We count on you to send us your news items, questions, and nominations for posts of the day. 

 
To subscribe to The Daily Sheet, press the "Notify" b utton at the top of the p age. 

When a new TDS is posted, you will be notified by email.  
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